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ESSENTIAL WORK AT SO UTHMINSTER  
 

Pit 8 has been taken over by reeds leaving very few fishable areas and your Committee has agreed to look 

at this. A few  years  ago a contractor came and tried to remove them by hand and found it was impossi-
ble. Since then it has got far worse and the Committee has agreed to look at it again. There have been 
several  meetings with the EA and it has been decided that the best way to solve the problem is to empty 

the Pit and have the reeds dug out. Work has started in lowering the water level and 300lbs of silver fish 
were netted and transferred  to other pits. The carp will be removed by the EA before digging starts.  
The fishery management  team are removing trees around the lake to allow access for plant and machin-

ery. Bill Broom, Fishery Officer, and his bailiffs are also getting involved with the work.  
Keep an eye on the web site and notice board for updates.  
Please note that there is no fishing on the Pit while this maintenance work is being carried out.  

 

Here are some pictures showing the lowering of the water level and the netting of the fish.  



We have held 4 matches since the last Newsletter and had 4 different winners.  In August 11 fished the 
top lake at Armigers and in 4 hours they averaged 60lbs each.  The winner with an excellent weight of 
119-14-0 was Neal Shore. He caught most of his carp off the top on dog biscuit, in 2nd place was Alfie 
Jones with 92-12-0 on paste and a close 3rd was James Hunt with 90-12-0.  Largest carp of 9-12-0 was 
caught by Seth Hawthorne.   
Septemberôs match was held on both lakes at Little Easton.  12 Juniors fished this match and the top 3 
weights all came from the bottom lake which had recently been de-silted and stocked with carp from the 
top lake.  The winner was Sam Yates with 89-5-0 of carp caught in the margins on maggot, 2nd Josh 
Cleasby with 27-12-0 using pellet feeder and 3rd Alex Fuller with 18-13-0.  The top weight on top lake 
was 12-0-0 taken by Gary Wilkinson & James Hunt.  October took us to a new venue for the Juniors, 
Long Lake at Windmill and 9 fished this match.  The winner with approx. 300 small rudd was James Hunt 
with 10-10-0, 2nd Sam Yates 8-13-0 which included a couple of nice perch and in 3rd Gary Wilkinson 
with 5-10-0 of rudd. 
The annual Adult/Junior Match was held on the top lake at Armigers and there was a good turnout of 15 
pairs.  The runaway winners with 74-5-0 were Gary Wilkinson & Ken Spinks, 2nd Sam & Peter Yates with 
39-13-0 and a close 3rd was Sam Hill & Ray Ankin for 38-7-0.  I think the weights were on the low side 
because of the close pegging, we will have to think where we hold this match next year.   
With 2 matches remaining the top 3 in each age group is as follows:- 
  
Current positions with 2 matches remaining: - 
  

         Under 12                                                     12-16                                      Intermediates  
  
 1  James Hunt              110                      1 Sam Hill                  75                  1  Sam Yates                    93 
 
 2  Josh Cleasby             55                      2  Jamie Sutton            62                   2 Gary Wilkinson             68 
 
 3  James Treadway       52                       3  Alex Fuller               56                   3  Matthew Fuller            61     
 
  

Most of the tackle donated by Steve Crutchlow has now been distributed to the Juniors. 
 

TONY BAILY  

Trevor Cross 
Many of you will now know that Trevor Cross has passed away and on behalf of the Club I attended his funeral and 

passed on all our thoughts to his wife and family.  

Trevor was a bailiff at Barleylands for many years and loved the water. His last wish was for his ashes to be scat-

tered on the lake and the Committee and Landowner were only too willing to agree to this. At the right time I will be 
closing the water for approx. 2 hours for this to take place, I know you will bear with us during this time. 

I will miss Trevor as a good and well liked bailiff but most of all I will miss him as a very good friend. óTil we meet 

again, sleep well my friend. 
 

Keith Collard, Club Chairman. 

WILLOW MERE  
 

Note: This fishery will be closed on Christmas Day and Boxing Day (25th and 26th December 2011) at the 

request of the riparian owner. 



SHALFORD 
Through the continued efforts of both 
myself and my bailiff, we have man-
aged to keep a good level of water in 
both lakes. This has been achieved by 
continually keeping the feed pipe free 
of debris. Unfortunately this has meant 
us losing a couple of swims, but I think 
the general consensus is that members 
would rather see a good level of water 
in both lakes, rather than low as it has 
been in the past.   
Both lakes continue to fish well, de-

spite the small drop in temperature. All 
the usual species are being caught 
with best baits being pellet, meat and 
bread for the carp and maggots and 
sweet corn for the roach and other 
species. Fishing to the island on the 
bottom lake will find you the better 
carp.  
I have not received many catch reports 
this season from members, those of 
you who have reported their catches 
have reported good catches of roach 
and a number of double figure carp. 
Other reports are chub to 2.lbs from 
both lakes, roach to the pound and 
crucians to the pound. Because of the 
lack of rain the river fishing has been 
poor, but those members wishing to 
walk the banks have reported good 
catches of chub, dace, with the occa-
sional carp being caught.  
Please remember if you want to fish 
the river up stream from Codham Mill, 
you need to contact the helpline to 
obtain a club sticker, for display in your 
car.   
A big thank must go to Alan, Ted and 
Tony (my bailiff), who have all worked 
hard this season, keeping the lakes 
looking so tidy. Keep those reports 
coming in, and if you have any prob-

lems please do not hesitate to contact 
me.   

CLIVE GLIDDON  
 

THOBY WOOD  
The season so far has been quite 
good, Thoby Wood is not known for 
its large bags of fish, never the  less 
fish are still caught. Two anglers had 
a bag of bream (18) fish between 
them. Tench are caught but not in big 
bags, just the  odd fish which can 
range from 2lbs to the largest re-
ported of 5lbs. The carp are showing 
with bags of about three fish, the big-
gest  reported at 29lbs  with the aver-
age at about 12/to18lbs. The roach 

and rudd are getting bigger with fish 
of 12ozs down to 3ozs rudd about the 
same perch range from biggest re-
ported 2lbs  with 12ozs down to 3ozs. 
Note; always try something different, 
dipping or soaking boilies in vodka or 
pernod.  
Another suggestion is using dead 
maggots as these cannot bury in the 
silt (live ones on the hook), casters 
are very good for the roach they 
seem to catch the bigger fish. I have 
been asked many times where is the 
deepest area, pegs 8 to 15 left hand 
side, pegs 19 to 28 right hand side of 
lake, the average in the middle of this 
area was 11 feet with an average 
depth of about 6  feet.   Be safe on 
the bank and good fishing.  

GEORGE HUMPHRYS 
====================  

RIVER RODING  
The floating weed at Passingford 
Bridge has come back this year due 
to very dry and warm weather, the 
rain forecasted later this week may 
shift it. I have fished in the holes for 
perch up to a pound.  
 I have also sent an E-mail to the E.A 
asking for their help as they have ac-
cess rights to Passingford Mill where 
there is a side sluice they can open. 
Half way up where the M25 comes 
near to the river I have put a sign 
stating we must not break the fence 

and go through the double gates 
to access this area the gates look 
locked however they have a snap 
link holding the chain. I have 
seen some large carp around our 
deeper swims but these are tem-
porary visitors from the mill pool 
which has a fish pass in the weir.  
Mitchells Farm is quite over-
grown but with possible heavy 
rain I will make this more accessi-
ble. In early summer 3 of us with 
chest waders cleared the big pool 
of reeds that were blocking the 
flow and another overgrown sec-
tion downstream. Remember any 
problems with locks, gates etc 
give me a call or send a text. 
Tight lines  

ANDY BANHAM  
 
Stanford Rivers  
The river throughout the summer 
has been at its lowest level for a 
number of years with very little 

flow and excessive weed growth 
with many of the favoured swims 
not producing. With the expected 
rainfall hopefully the situation will 
improve. One member Mick 
Brown on the last Sunday in Oc-
tober at Stanford Rivers used a 

rubber crayfish lure(red) and 
caught a 2 pound plus perch and 
two pike. I think the perch and 
chub are growing to specimen 
size munching the smaller cray-
fish,  every cloud etc. 
I had a chub of 4lbs 6oz and 5 lbs 
4 oz on the first day of season 
after work from the 'irons swim' 
at Shonks Mill and was told that 
ex champion  Lee Tomlinôs father 
in law had a chub of the same 
weight( 5.4.) during the day at 
the Bridge swim. The same fish (I 
wonder?)  

JOHN LEôSURF 

Autumn 24 hour Carp Match October 2011  

Eight members turned out at Barleylands for the match on what started as a windy but sunny day. There 

were a few showers during the afternoon and evening but these cleared in the morning allowing us to 
pack away with dry bivvies. A few fish were seen jumping but only 1 carp was  caught, a 20 pounder by 

Tony Hawker. The 2012 carp matches will be announced in the 2012 club newsletters and Handbook 

COLIN SHORT  



PARSONAGE FARM 
The fishery is fishing well with 

plenty of fish coming to the nets 
for those that take the time to 
come up and give it a try. Roach, 

tench skimmers rudd and perch, 
yes weôve got the lot (no carp) 
plus a few crucians. The fish are 

still falling for the usual baits, 
sweet corn, maggots, worms, 
luncheon meat, all over a small 

amount of ground bait or a bed of 
micro pellet. Remember at this 
time of the year to cut back on 

the feed and reduce line and hook 
sizes to ensure a good dayôs fish-
ing. When going to the platforms 
take care at the back not to get 

your foot caught, the offending 
platforms will be back filled over 
the winter period. Thank you for 

those that have fished and taken 
away your rubbish, this is much 
appreciated by both me and my 

bailiff, Steve. Should you have 
any questions or want any advice 
on the fishery please feel free to 

contact myself or Steve who is 
normally around the lake at the 
weekends.  

RAY ANKIN  

=================  

STRAITS MILL,  BRAINTREE  
The weather and in particular the 

lack of rain has had a devastating 
affect on Straits with the water 
levels the lowest I have seen for 

many years. Lack of water or not, 
there has been an  incredible 
amount of carp being caught. One 

member reported that he had 
caught seven in a morning ses-
sion which only stopped when he 

ran out of boilies. The bream 
have continued to be caught with 
halibut mini boilies and sweet 
corn being the preferred bait. At 

long last I can report that the 
small tench introduced over three 
seasons ago have now been mak-

ing an appearance and have been 
coming out at two to three 
pounds. There has not been much 

to report on the small lake as 
most anglers soon get frus-

trated trying to get through the 
small rudd. Persevere, there are 
good quality roach and tench to 

be caught once you get past the 
rudd. There has not been a lot of 
fishing done on the river  with 

some members complaining about 
the weed and  the clear water. 
This has not prevented the pike 

taking dead baits albeit most 
caught have been small jack pike. 
With the E.A. doing some work on 

the river and thereby putting a bit 
of colour in it  fishing should im-
prove. I have now strimmed a 
path along the river which will 

make it a bit easier for members 
to gain access to some swims or if 
need be cut their own.  

Finally, please remember to se-
cure and lock the gate both on 
entry and exit. We do not want 

any unauthorised people on our 
club waters.   
Tight lines,  

TERRY NEAFSEY  
==================  
 

WINDMILL LAKES  
Field Lake  
Fishing has been steady all sea-

son with all methods catching. 
The best bait this season seems 
to have been Halibut boilies 

tipped with red plastic corn for 
carp and single maggot for silvers 
with a spray of maggots every 

couple of casts. 
 Swan Lake  
Carp have been taken from all 

around the lake and plenty of sil-
vers have been caught on the 
pole along with the odd carp.  
Old Island  

At the start of the season fishing 
was excellent, but as the water 
level has dropped in the later 

months it has slowed down con-
siderably.  
Long Lake  

Still a difficult lake for carp as 
they are very wary. Silvers are in 

 abundance with maggot being 

the best bait.  
Baits  
Some of the baits that have 

caught this season are the same 
as the last news letter, apart from 
Halibut boilies tipped with red 

plastic corn. Sausage paste, 
sweet corn, trout pellets, dog bis-
cuits, shellfish, cheese, maggot, 

strawberry boilies, fruit boilies, 
cell boilies, worms, meat baits. 
I look forward to meeting existing 

members and new, on the lakes. 
Enjoy your fishing. 
COLIN NICHOLLS  
==================  

 
DODDS FARM 
Fishing has been sporadic, one 

week good, one week bad but 
still some large carp coming out 
up to the low twenties along with 

plenty off perch. Very little has 
been seen of the silver fish for 
the last couple of weeks. 

Just a reminder that this is a one 
rod water.  
Please be aware that additional 

locks may be placed on the en-
trance gates by the land 
owner, this is due to several un-

wanted visitors attempting to ac-
cess his property. We ask mem-
bers to be patient with the situa-

tion. 
MICK AND TONY  
==================  

 
RIVER STOUR  
The river is currently out of condi-

tion being clear and in need of a 
flush thru to remove the weed. 
People fishing during the middle 

of the day have been blanking. 
However, fishing the last hour of 
daylight has produced fish for the 
dedicated angler. Bait, rigs, tackle 

mean nothing on this fishery if 
you are not there at the right 
time!  Good luck for the winter 

season.   
STEVE HOWELL 



HICKS FARM  

With winter facing us and some bad 

weather to come no doubt, mem-
bers fishing Hicks Farm will decline. 
Fortunately this season has seen a 
significant increase in members fish-

ing here and I must say there have 

been some very good fish being 
caught including a 1 ½ lb tench, 

good size bream, crucians and 
roach. Bait has been variable rang-
ing from pellets to boilies, in past 

seasons sweet corn has done well 

and other baits are not to be dis-
missed as they may still do well, also 
the method has done well this sea-

son. I thank all members who took 
their rubbish and discarded line 
home. Reminder to all members 

who use bread pellets and ground 
bait ï please DO NOT leave left over 
bait on the bank after fishing as it 

may feed the ducks and attract rats.  
ENSURE YOU LOCK THE GATE. 
ERIC NICHOLLS   

======================  

SOUTHMINSTER  
I would like to thank all the mem-
bers who have helped with the work 

over the last few months. A big 
thank you to Mark and his sidekick, 

Spike, for doing the pumping. As 

you may know Pit 8 is closed for 
essential work. The fishing has been 
up and down with the hot weather 
not helping. There have been carp 

to 20 lbs, bream to 5 lbs 8 oz, tench 

to 4lbs 2oz, perch to 1 lb 8 oz, roach 
to 1 lb 12 oz, rudd to 1 lb and cruci-

ans to 2 lbs 4 oz. We would ask all 
members to respect our toilets and 
keep them clean.  BILL BROOM.  

===================  

BARLEYLANDS 
The fishing has been fairly good 
with fish still coming out to those 

willing to put in the time. The carp 
are in stunning condition and are 
well worth the effort, I would like to 

see more members return the fish 
from a sling or mat and not just 
carry them in their arms, one slip 
can kill a fish that has taken years to 

grow to that size. Can I remind 
members that there is a two rod 
limit on this water.  

ASHELDHAM  

We are about half way through the 

season and the water is fishing well.   
Plenty of double figure carp, good 
sized tench around the 3lb mark.  
Roach and rudd are in abundance all 

8 or 9ò inches in length.   They really 

give a good fight and hopefully they 
will get bigger as the water cools. 

Perch up to 2 to 3lb have been 
caught.  A few weeks ago a 3 lbs 
chub was caught on a boilie. The 

water lilies have nearly all gone for 

the winter, hopefully during next 
close season we will be able to clear 
some more.  If more members came 

to Working Parties we could do a lot 
more. Hope you have good fishing at 
Asheldham and I look forward to 

seeing you there. 
DEREK SWEETLOVE 
====================  

WILLOW MERE  
This water has continued to fish well 
up to the time of writing this at the 

end of October. The best reported 

carp was a fish of 22 lbs. Eric Mills 
had a pleasant afternoonôs fishing in 
late August landing carp of 16 lbs 

and 19 lbs 2 oz using a strawberry 
boilie. Carp are still being caught up 

to 19 lbs 14 oz. Members are now 

turning their attention to pike fishing 
and pike between 4 to 9 lbs are be-
ing caught on deadbait. For general 
fishing for roach, rudd and bream try 

caster which is always a good winter 

bait. 
 

DYERS HALL 
The fishery had been in form until 
mid-October. Carp to 16 lbs 7 oz and 

tench in the 3 to 4 lbs range have 

been caught plus lots of rudd. Cur-
rently the water level is very low but 
the weed in now dying off. It is al-

ways advisable to take a rake when 
fishing this water.  
I would be pleased to hear from any 

member regarding good catches. 
BRIAN THORPE   
====================  
BICKNACRE  

Unfortunately I've not been over the 
lake for the past month due to holi-
day and family commitments, but 

even prior to that the lake has been 

very quiet. I've received no phone 

calls from anyone about catches or 
even asking how the lake was fish-
ing. When I have been over the lake 
nobody has been there, all I seem to 

do is pick up litter.  Today (Friday 

4th Nov.) a couple of lads where 
there and had caught 20lb carp, al-

though due to the rain it was ex-
tremely muddy.  
RICHARD STANLEY  

====================  

ARMIGERS  
More members are fishing our lake 
this year due to a long summer. 

Good catches have been recorded 
with carp over 20lb in front lake. 
The back lake has had good catches 

of tench and rudd. All the usual baits 
are used bread, sweet corn, meat 
and boillies. The bridge on the right 

was down for repair in the closed 
season with new timbers. One toilet 
will be  removed during winter 

months and returned in the  spring. 

G o o d  f i s h i ng  t o  y o u  a l l . 
 A bunch of keys were found , in the 
car park, please contact Fishery Offi-

cer. 
ROY FOWLER 

===================  

WRITTLE  
I have had good reports of the fish-
ing this season with tench to 7.5 lbs 
and rudd and perch both around 1.5 

lbs, the brown goldfish/carp still 

come in at around 3.5 lbs. With the 
increase in perch and rudd size, 

members are  some times targeting 
them instead of worrying how to 
avoid them! Which means you can 

use maggot if you wish as the small 

fry are now controlled by the larger 
perch. 
The weather this year seems to have 

suited the bankside vegetation which 
has grown even faster than usual 
and has been a struggle to keep un-

der control, I would like to thank all 
those who helped on the working 
party and all visiting members for 
the improvement in litter which has 

now become almost non existent. 
 
IAN POYTON  



There have been 4 matches since the last Newsletter and 3 of these have been won with weights of over 
100lbs.  August saw 33 fish at Puddledock and the winner with 145-0-0 of Carp was Cliff Adams, 2nd went to Terry 
Edwards with 115-0-0 and Dave Sykes a new comer to the frame was 3rd with 67-0-0.  This match was sponsored 
by Gone Fishing and the top 3 received gift vouchers of £50, £30 & £20 respectively.  
On 11th September we fished Horseshoe Lake at Tylers and this fishery has been fishing very well and it didn't dis-
appoint with 4 weights over the ton and some very good backup weights.  The winner once again was Cliff Adams 
with 145-6-0 2nd again Terry Edwards with 129-8-0 & in 3rd Tim Bruce with 105-0-0 and a very close 4th was Chris 
Ward with 104-0-0.  
At the end of September we had our 2nd Charity Match at Southminster on Pits 1, 3 & 6.  Pit 6 was the place to 
draw producing 3 of the top 4 weights.  The winner was one of our river fishery officers, John LeôSurf. who drew the 
platform swim at the end of Pit 6 and with the wind blowing up towards him it was a question of waiting for the carp 
to arrive which they duly did to the tune of 41-10-0 which included the best carp of the match at 14-8-0.  In 2nd place 
was Tim Lynch with 28-7-0 of carp and silvers from right of the animal swim on Pit 6 and in 3rd place from the beach 
on Pit 1 was Calvin Elder with a good net of bream/skimmers for 23-8-0.  Keith Ward had a fine Crucian of 2-8-0 
from Pit 3 and this fish will be in contention for the Specimen Cup.  £100 was raised for Charity.   
October saw us at Armigers for our last Charity Match which raised £90.  This match coincided with the first frost but 
the weights were reasonable with 4 over the ton.  The top lake was the place to be and the winner for his first Sen-
iorsô win was Nigel Warwick with 109-12-0, 2nd was Chris Ward with 108-0-0 and a close 3rd Ken Spinks for 106-12
-0, Jim Trew was the other ton up man with 103-0-0.  The top weight from the bottom lake was 74-4-0 taken by Dave 
Sykes.  With 2 matches remaining the League Positions are as follows: 
  
                                               POINTS                                          WEIGHT 
  

 1  Steve Allgood                         223                            Terry Edwards          634-10 
 2  Andy Holt                                210                            Cliff Adams              543-2 
 3  Terry Edwards                       198                             Ken Spinks              428-2 
 4  Tony Baily                              193                            Steve Allgood          370-12 
 5  Ray Ankin                              183                            Chris Ward               307-15 
 6  Ken Spinks                            180                            Jim Trew                  286-10 
 7  Ken Smith                              165                            Andy Holt                 284-8 
 8  Keith Furze                            151                           Tony Baily                257-15 
 8  Chris Ward                             151                       9  Shaun Mahoney      230-2 
10 Calvin Elder                           149                           Tony Belcher           221-12 

  
On the team front we entered the Divisional 2 National Championships held on the Basingstoke Canal in Hampshire 
and although the team finished in the bottom half we did have success on the individual front with Lee Tomlin pick-
ing up a bronze medal with a weight of 5.790 kgs, a great effort.  Lee also won the first Essex interclub match held 
on our lakes at Southminster, our 2 teams in this League are lying mid-table.  TONY BAILY  

Ladies Stoats Match - Hicks Farm - 13th August  
Another hard dayôs fishing with the heavy rain just about holding off but the constant drizzle and not much sun, 
meant that a normally productive water was disappointing.    
1. Val Burlton                          44lb 12oz 
2. Kathy Chisnall                    25lb 5oz 
 
Mixed Pairs Match �± Armigers �± 3rd September  
Yet again upon our arrival at the venue we found members set up and fishing on the car park bank of the top lake. 
For some of our matches we have only been given a set area of the venue but still members do not read the hand-
book, website of even the bright yellow signs on the notice boards. Once we had settled down, yet again Armigers 
did not disappoint and a good dayôs fishing was had by all even with the strong winds. Here are the results:- 
1.  Val & Barry Burlton    190lb 15oz 
2.  Kathy Chisnall & Nick Mitchell   127lb 13oz 
3. Gloria & Ron Chisnall      62lb 5oz 
4.  
Ladies Match report �± Shalford �± 8th October  
Unfortunately, due to illness, hospital attendance and holiday, I was the only member to turn up for this Match.  Al-
though I had the cold wind blowing from the river and the rain on and off during the day, the fishing was the best 
from this venue in a while.  I caught everything on my óYank n Bankô pole and used small hook pellets as bait. 
At the finish of the match I had a net full of various fish totalling 44lb 11oz and I weighed in three carp of 7lb 11oz, 
6lb 6oz and 5lb 4oz giving me a total weight for the match of  
1.            Kathy Chisnall                     68lb 11oz 
It was such a shame that more members did not attend the match to experience this good dayôs fishing.  See the 
Handbook for next seasonôs match dates.    KATHY CHISNALL  


