BOAG NEWSLETTER

AFFILIATED TO THE ANGLING TRUST & EACA  FEBRUARY 2011

It is coming to the end of my first year as Chairman, | have enjoyed very much meeting old and
new members at many of the Club’s waters. Though | have been on the Committee for many
years it is only now as Chairman that | begin to see how much work other members of the com-
mittee really do. | am not going to pick out individuals as | am bound to miss someone out but
there are people who put in so much work it frightens me to think what would happen if these
people ever stopped doing this vital work. We have Committee Members regularly doing a five
day week, as if it was a full time job, but of course without the wages, a Committee Member who
every week gives up a full day to go and work on our fisheries cutting and burning wood clearing
ditches etc and is over seventy years old and never receives a single penny for this work and |
might add takes his wife along to help burn the wood (then tries to make out he has taken his
wife out for the day). Our Membership Secretary and Treasurer who do so many different jobs |
have lost count. Our General Secretary who answers all letters etc for our Club and the count-
less emails, then ends up doing drawings for Maldon Council. The Fishery Liaison Officer who
has a wealth of knowledge on regulations most | have never heard of, talks to inspectors on a
equal footing and then the next minute is down a ditch helping dig and clear out the mess,
Match Secretaries who run all our matches. | wish to thank each and every one of these Com-
mittee members for their hard work and dedication it is a pleasure and privilege to work with you
all. KEITH COLLARD CHAIRMAN

CLOSE SEASON

The Committee has listened to members’ views and has decided to shorten the Close Season to one month,
therefore this year fishing will start on Sunday May 1st. This however means that the Club will have less
time to carry out routine maintenance work on fisheries and work will now be ongoing and it may be nec-
essary to close waters or parts of waters during the season. Up to date the turnout on work parties by mem-
bers has been poor, and in this current climate it is costing the Club money to get work done by contrac-
tors. It would be good to see more members helping out. Contact the Fishery Officer of your favourite wa-
ter to find out when work is planned and put something back into your Club.

My name is Graham Rixson. I’ve been a member for | Had a few hours on the Wid today and as well
the last 6 years. My 2nd visit to Dodd's Farm, caught as some Chub (best 2Ib 50z), caught this
this 161b Common in good condition. Well worth surprise Bream - 3Ib 90z. Mike Beiley
sitting through the rain for!
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BILLERICAY & DISTRICT ANGLING CLUB

As General Secretary and under the constitution of the Club | hereby give notice to all members that
the 2011 Annual General Meeting will be held at the Marconi Athletic & Sports Club, Beehive Lane,

10.

11.

12.

13.

Chelmsford CM2 9RX on Wednesday 16th March 2011 at 8.00 p.m.

Note that only Ordinary, Intermediate and OAP members producing current membership

certificates will be eligible to vote.

AGENDA
Apologies for absence.

President’s address.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 17th March 2010.
Chairman’s address.

General Secretary’s report.

Treasurer’s report and adoption of the accounts for the year ending 31st December 2010.
(Copies will be made available at the meeting) plus a Membership report.

Junior Secretary’s report.
Match Secretary’s report.
Presentation of trophies.

Resolutions:-

(1) To increase the Club's subscription rates to take effect from 1st January 2012 as follows:-

Ordinary member from £52 to £62. OAP & Disabled member from £32 to £42. Intermediate member
from £26 to £31. Other subscription rates and fees to remain unchanged

Resignation of Officers and Management Committee. The President temporarily taking the
Chair.

Appointment of 2011/2012 Officers and Management Committee. Nominations received and
seconded are as follows: -

Chairman K.Collard Match Secretary A. Baily
Vice-Chairman R. Mills Junior Secretary A. Baily
General Secretary F. Barnes Newsletter Editor G. Howard
Treasurer D. Howard Website Editor C Short
Minute Secretary C. Short Telephone Help line D & G Howard
Retirement Match Sec. S. Mahoney

Membership Secretary Nomination approved( Mr Box)

The Management Committee shall consist of the above Officers plus one representative from
each of the Fishery, Finance and Junior sub-committees, plus SIX ordinary members. Nomina-
tions received and seconded are as follows: -

Derek Sweetlove George Humphrys Calvin Elder
Brian Thorpe Clive Gliddon Shaun Mahoney

Election of Auditors.
Messrs. HAMILTON BRADING be re-appointed auditors to the Club for a further year.

Any other business.
The Chairman has the discretion whether to accept from the floor of the meeting amendments to
any resolution.

Fred Barnes Hon. General Secretary 31st January 2011




The attendance at Junior matches in 2010 showed a slight increase over the previous year
which is encouraging but we still have room for more of you Juniors. There are 3 age categories
under 12s, over 12s and Intermediates, it would be good to see some more new faces during
2011.

Congratulations go to James Hunt, John Edwards, and Gary Wilkinson for winning their respec-
tive age sections, top positions as follows:

Under 12s Over 12s Intermediates
James Hunt 100pts John Edwards 108pts Gary Wilkinson 83pts
Jacob Tindall 69pts Sam Yates 86pts Neal Shore 80pts

Kieran Baily  34pts Matthew Fuller 79pts
Jack Hill 34pts

The fishing on some of our matches during 2010 was very hard due | feel to the matches follow-
ing days of heavy rain and our last match had to be cancelled due to snow and ice. The high-
lights for me were James Hunt catching a super 17-10-0 carp from pit 6 at Southminster, Mat-
thew Fuller with his winning weight of 74-7-0 at Rectory having broken his No.4 section, Jack Hill
with his 67-4-0 at Armigers on the feeder, Gary Wilkinson winning his first match and Luke Hock-
ley catching 53-3-0 on his first pole session .

The dates/venues for 2011 are as follows:;

May 21st Road Lake at Puddledock

June 18th Dodds Farm both lakes

July 23rd  Southminster pit 6

Aug 13th Armigers top lake

Sept 10th Rectory both lakes

Sept 24th Senior/Junior Armigers top lake

Oct 15th  Windmill Old & Long Lakes

Nov 5th  River match on the Chelmer probably Hoe Mill or Paper Mills
Dec 3rd Shalford both lakes

If you want to fish in any of these matches give me a ring to book your place. Tony Baily
Mobile 07770259822 Home 01375 675949

RENEWAL OF MEMBERSHIPS
You will receive your renewal document with this newsletter and here are a few guidelines to help the Club process
your membership as quickly as possible especially as there will be less time this year with the shortened Close Sea-
son.
Please put your name on the back of your photo especially if you are sending more than one renewal in the same
envelope.
The bank transfer system we started using last year has proved very popular but if you use this method you must put
your ID number on as a reference so the Membership Dept. can tie up your payment with your form. All cheques
will be paid in on receipt and no memberships will be sent out until they have been cleared (5 working days).
You have until the 30th April to renew, any forms received after this date will require the payment of the £10 entry
fee as membership will have deemed to have lapsed. If you wish to fish on 1st May you must ensure that your re-
newal is received by the Membership Dept by 15th April to guarantee you will have your card back in time.
The key is unchanged from last year.
Memberships are issued only by post.
No photos are required for Associate or Junior members.
Disabled members must send the required proof showing current eligibility, any members who don’t send this will
have their memberships returned.
It is becoming much more cost effective and timely to contact members by email so if you can put this on your form
it will help the Club keep you up to date with any urgent news.




FISHERY REPORTS

PARSONAGE FARM

After a long period of low water level
I'm pleased to report that the lake is
now back up to normal level and |
know from my new Bailiff Steve
Swallow that the fishing is still as
good as it was when the water level
was down. Steve fished the lake re-
cently using a waggler rod and mag-
gots to land 8 or 9 fish, all roach ,with
one over 2lb, a good day’s fishing.
Steve lives locally in High Easter and
is a wealth of information about the
fishery itself which can only benefit
the Club and | welcome him and look
forward to fishing with him during the
season. I've spoken to the land owner
who has assured me that no water
will be taken out this year so again
good news. The drive up to the fish-
ery is still good although the walk up
to the lake is a little slippery, please
be aware when stepping onto the
platforms of the gap at the
back. Remember Parsonage is a sil-
ver fishery with plenty of rudd, roach
bream/skimmers, tench and some
quality perch an ideal place for the
younger members to learn their skills.
In the summer all that is required is a
whip and a pint of maggots . The res-
ervoir is also supported with a porta-
loo. Again a working party will not be
required this year as the work will be
carried out by myself and my bailiff.
Please remember to remove all dis-
carded fishing line and rubbish
as the fishery does support 2 pair of
grebe and occasionally a pair of
swans. Should you require any infor-
mation please feel free to call me.
RAY ANKIN

STRAITS MILL, BRAINTREE
Fishing at Straits this season has pro-
duced very little surprises. Although
most of the float anglers on the big
lake had reasonable catches of
roach, rudd and bream on a variety of
baits, including maggots, corn and
bread, catches of tench were few and
far between.

Carp again dominated the lake with
large shoals of them cruising about in
the summer and mainly only getting
their heads down to feed late after-
noon and evening. The small
lake produced the best of the tench
with weights of between 5 and
7Ib.However you had to get your
bait past the shoals of small rudd to
get to them. By mid summer the

weed had once again taken hold af-
fecting both the small lake and the
shallows of the big lake making fish-
ing difficult without using a rake first.
As the winter approached catches
became less frequent and only the
hardy members and pike an-
glers persevered. Pike anglers proba-
bly were getting the best result mainly
catching jack pike with the odd one or
two reaching double figures. Then
came December and the snow and
ice. Both lakes froze solid and for
several weeks, apart from some parts
of the river, no fishing was possible. |
would now like to clear up some
points raised in the club forum over
the year.

There have been comments about
the lack of tench in the big lake and
one member’s belief that the tench
escaped into the river when Straits
flooded some years ago. This is not
true, when Straits was flooded the
water gushed into the lakes pushing
all before it, flood water never
reached the river, we did not lose fish
but actually gained some. We also
ended up with terrapins which had
been in the river. In answer to some
other comments on the forum. Unfor-
tunately prior to the flood the Club
had electro fished the small lake and
removed all carp from 9lb to 24lb
from the small lake and returned
them to the big lake. As both lakes
ended up as one lake some fish
ended up in a different lake to where
they originally started. Finally, both
the tench and the carp are old and for
that reason a few seasons ago, after
the flood,500 mixed chub and tench
to 8 inches were introduced to the big
lake. None of the small tench have
yet shown. Two seasons ago the
Club introduced 250 carp up to
10inches to the big lake. Some of
these have already been caught. All
of this was published in the Club’s
newsletters which | would urge every-
one to read as it does keep members
fully informed. | nearly forgot the
member that wrote on the forum that
he missed a take on his pike rod be-
cause he was chatting. That is how
pike could end up deep hooked and
possibly dead. You can still chat
whilst watching your rods. Pike fish-
ing does not give you the same
amount of time to strike as ordinary
fishing.

TERRY NEAFSEY

WINDMILL LAKES

With the Club taking on Thoby and
Dodds, Windmill Lakes have been
less pressured and there has been
more success during the day, espe-
cially for those keeping quiet and
fishing the margins. Being discreet
definitely increases the chance of a
catch especially on Long Lake.

Field Lake Carp to 19lb have been
taken from all around the lake right
into November. A grass carp from
peg F3 was caught early in the sea-
son. Bream to 8Ib mainly from pegs
F6 to F12 and a black bream was
caught from peg F1. Silver fishing
has been difficult although cheese
has been catching roach and mag-
gots for perch. Only a couple of
tench reported early in the season.
Swan Lake Carp to 25Ib have been
taken from all around the lake and
reports of bream being caught from
the far side of the lake. A lot of mem-
bers have commented on what a
lovely lake this has become now that
the trees are maturing.

Old Island Largely deserted this
season so not to much to report. The
members that have fished the lake
have caught mostly silvers and small
carp, giving good sport on light tackle
and the odd double figure carp have
been landed on the bank.

Long Lake Mainly double figure carp
are being caught and the odd tench.
Silver fish are in abundance for the
pole anglers.

Baits Some of the baits that have
caught this season. Sausage paste,
sweetcorn, trout pellets, dog biscuits,
shellfish, cheese, maggot, strawberry
boilies, fruit boilies, cell boilies,
worms, meat baits.

General comments A moderate
season with the lakes nowhere as
prolific as two seasons ago. The ad-
ditional lilies have rooted well and
should help bring the fishing on. A lot
of work has been carried out this
season on all the lakes, with more
projects planned. | would like to
thank Doug Lees and Alan Nash for
their hard work and enthusiasm
keeping the lakes looking natural and
tidy. Members please remember to
leave the toilet facilities clean after
you and please take your litter home.
You can text me your fishing catches
and this will help to give members a
good indication of how the lakes are
fishing. COLIN NICHOLLS




FISHERY REPORTS

HICKS FARM

From the start of the season up to
the bad weather in December, all the
members that fished Hicks Farm did
not leave the lake disappointed. The
members that fished for roach com-
mented on their excellent condition
and good size. Carp remain very
popular and like the roach are in ex-
cellent condition and a very good
size. | would also like to mention our
lady members who fish Hicks Farm,
they have caught some nice carp
weighing up to 18% Ib. Baits have
seemed to remain the same through-
out the season, cheese, bread, meat,
corn and maggot for roach, rudd and
gudgeon and red maggot for tench
and bream. | would like to thank all
the members that made the effort to
take their rubbish home with them,
unfortunately, some members are
still leaving their rubbish on the bank.
Throughout the season | have been
finding discarded line in the reeds
and on the bank, please remember
that discarded line endangers our
wildlife. A work party will be held on 1
day in April, please phone me for the
date if you are interested.

ERIC NICHOLLS 01268 571262

SOUTHMINSTER

Coming to the end of another sea-
son, | would like to thank my team
and other members who have helped
to cut swims and clear rubbish. The
close season only being one month
means some work may have to be
carried out during the season and
may lead to some pits being closed
temporarily but this will be notified via
notices on the main gate. The fishing
this season has been up and down.
Pits 1,3 and 6 have all produced
20Ibs plus carp also plenty of double
figure fish. Tench were coming out
until the middle of Nov. with fish up to
5lbs. There have been bream to 9lbs,
roach and rudd to over 1lb, perch to
2lbs and the odd crucian with one
fish of 4lbs and also one of 6oz
showing that they are breeding. From
the last week of November to the end
of December only one person fished
in a gap in the ice on the animal
swim on pit 6 and caught over 20
silver fish, a good day’s fishing in the
conditions, well done Mick.

BILL BROOM.

BARLEYLANDS

The start of the season was slower
than normal with most anglers strug-
gling to catch, the main reason was
probably down to the extra 5 feet of
water put in to bring up the water
level. Once the fish and the members
got used to this, the fishing settled
down with some days being really
good and the next very quiet, but
those who stuck with it saw some big
carp being caught, with more than
one well over 30lbs, with a very good
head of carp in the mid 20s. Best of
all the condition of the fish was really
good and the growth rates are still on
the up. The lake was busy during the
summer but everyone was able to
find a swim. As the year moved on
there have been fewer anglers and
none with the last big freeze. After the
work the farmer did, | have left the
banks between the swims to grow
and this has helped to bind the banks
and slow down erosion. | would like to
thank all the bailiffs for their help and
hard work. Unfortunately my head
bailiff and good friend, Trevor Cross,
has been diagnosed with lung cancer.
Those that have met Trevor will know
the help he gives members and the
hard work he has put in. His wife, Pat,
and Trevor will | am sure be in all our
thoughts during this difficult time and
please God it is not to long before we
see him on the bank again.

KEITH COLLARD

ASHELDHAM

It has been a good year at the fishery
with good catches being reported , a
large Carp of around 32lb, a very
large eel, and good sized tench and
roach. Perch have also been caught
weighing in at up to 3lb . Some of the
lilies have been removed, but we
need more help on the working par-
ties to really make an impact on
them. Work has been carried out on
the banks where they are falling
away, but more is needed. Please
ring me if you would be willing to help
in keeping our lake up to scratch
DEREK SWEETLOVE

RIVER STOUR.
Hello Everyone,
As you can imagine with the extreme
weather catch reports have been thin
on the ground (even the river froze

over for a while). Now a thaw has
started odd pike and chub have been
coming out. | get many questions as
to where are the best spots to fish on
this section of river, in short there
aren't any! The river is quite deep
and uniform without pronounced fea-
tures. The fish tend to move around a
lot with changing weather and water
conditions. Staying mobile and mov-
ing to the fish is by far the better
method than sitting it out as some
areas can be barren of fish whilst
others are not. Otters are present in
this section and are probably here to
stay as the section is surrounded by
nature reserves. Time will only tell of
their impact on this fragile eco sys-
tem. Good luck for the rest of the
season as this is in my opinion the
best time to be on the River Stour.
STEVE HOWELL.

WILLOW MERE
The lake is just starting to produce
again after the very cold spell. Prior
to Christmas when the lake was fro-
zen over most members were con-
centrated on the pike fishing. Since
the start of 2011 the best pike re-
ported was a fish of 19lbs 12 ozs
which is the largest pike ever re-
ported for the venue. Carp fishing
and general fishing for roach and
bream is slow at the moment. This
fishery is best fished on milder winter
days.

DYERS HALL
Very little to report as this fishery is
best known for its tench and carp
which are best fished for during the
summer months. The water level has
much improved. This water is very
heavily weeded during the summer
months and members should take a
rake when proposing to fish the
venue. | would be pleased to hear of
any good fish being caught on both
venues.

BRIAN THORPE

WORK PARTY DATES

Southminster Sunday 3rd April
Sunday 10th April
Willow Mere  Sunday 17th April
Asheldham Every Sunday in April.
Straits Mill Sunday 17th April
Bicknacre Every Sunday in April
Kings Court Saturday March 19th



MATCH SECTION

The weather has certainly played havoc with the final batch of senior matches this season.

On the 14™ Nov. we fished Paper Mill Lock on the River Chelmer. The river was sluggish and clear, with the
weather as mentioned not helping. Continuous rain and very cold. Nonetheless Jim Trew made the best of it having
a superb win, with a catch that included two late season tench! (just to make sure), for a total 11-13-0, from Lee
Tomlin 7-7-0 and Steve Allgood 6-2-0. With the exception of Jim most of the field fished Bread punch or blood-
worm, with no blanks being recorded.

The following Sunday it was back to the Chelmer, this time at Boreham. What a grueller this turned out to be.

A thoroughly cold, wet, miserable day with the bank side a morass of mud. 22 turned out, but only 10 weighed in.
Steve Gunner drew the very last peg (and a punishing walk), but came up trumps after fishing the entire match with
bread punch and scaling a very respectable 4-6-0, way ahead of second placed Lee Tomlin 0-13-0 and 3™ Brian
Thorpe 0-11-0.

On 28™ Nov. our annual challenge match against local rivals Chelmsford took place at Puddledock Farm near Up-
minster. The temperatures on previous days had been well below zero, resulting in many local lakes being frozen
over. However, at this venue they are equipped with aerators and paddles to assist in coping with these weather ex-
tremes and all we had to contend with was relatively easy to shift “cat” ice. We won this ten-a-side match easily 18
-0-0 to 4-10-8, thanks to Andy Holt, who with his first put in hooked and landed a 131b Carp. (With that kind of
form there might be a place in our National squad for him!)

After the challenge match the bad weather took a firm grip, and our final two competitions, Tylers Common &
Slough House were abandoned. One of the lost matches should have been for our Pairs Trophies. So that this was-
n’t lost completely I asked our General Secretary, Fred Barnes, to draw all the pairs from a previous match, the Sil-
ver Fish Only, Slough House 31* Oct., and here is the result.

1. Alan Halsey & Steve Allgood 63-0-0
2" Alan O’Brien & Tony Baily 53-8-0
3", Chris Ward & Lee Tomlin 46-15-0

The Club’s Fishery Liaison Officer, Shaun Mahoney, has won the Club Championship this year with 623 points.
He has also taken the Presidents Shield Trophy, this is for highest aggregate weight in senior Club competitions.
His total weight over 19 legs was a staggering 1,036-7-0. This, I believe, is the first occasion that any BDAC Club
match section participant has ever exceeded one thousand pounds in a season. He also took the Individual title at
the prestigious AT Eastern Region Shield match in October. All in all not a bad seasons work. Well done Shaun.

As reported earlier in the year, this has been my last season as Senior Match Secretary. I’ve enjoyed the job and all
its challenges, but with increasing family commitments have decided to call it a day. My sincerest thanks go to all
those who’ve helped and supported me over the years. I’d also like to wish the new Senior Match Sec. good luck in
the role. CALVIN ELDER

2010 Final Top Tens

Points Weights

1. Shaun Mahoney 623 Shaun Mahoney 1,036-7-0
2. Brian Thorpe 532 Cliff Adams 952-8-0
3. Calvin Elder 522 Tony Jones 717-14-0
4. Cliff Adams 512 Kevin Rogers 646-9-9
5. Ken Spinks 463 Brian Thorpe 600-11-0
6. Jim Holt 449 Vic Allum 552-6-0
7. Kevin Rogers 432 Ken Spinks 546-10-0
8. Ray Ankin 422 Calvin Elder 512-11-0
9. Andy Holt 421 Andy Banham 486-9-0

Spring and Chairmandéds Cup Carp Mat|che

| This year’s spring Carp Match will be held at Straits Mill between midday Saturday 21st May and midday Sunday |
122nd May (£10 per rod). In addition the Chairman’s Carp Cup will take place at Straits Mill between midday Satur- : |
i day 16" July and midday Sunday 17" July (£10 per rod). The rules are the same as in previous competitions with the :
iwmner being the angler with the largest weight of carp caught over the 24 hours of the competition. All proceeds |
j will go to the Club’s charities. Application forms are available from Colin Short (WebAdmin @BDAC.co.uk) or by
phone 0208 531 5880 Please state which match you wish to fish.



RETIRED & DISABLED SECTION

River Blackwater

25 turned out to fish the river at Straits Mill on a cold day and only saw two blanks. It was hard match and well
done to Geoff Green who had 3 perch for 11b 9ozs from the trees, second was Roy Mills with 11b 70zs and third
Barry Lewis with 11Ib 1ozs. Bert Blackwood had donated an electric trolley and wanted it to go to the less abled
anglers who attend our matches. The names were put into a hat and the winner was Colin Sinclair.

Christmas match Shalford

Due to poor weather it was moved from the frozen ponds to the river and saw a poor turn out. The winner was
Steve Foster 8lb 120zs with 5 chub from the cottages, second was Del Sweetlove who was the only other angler

to catch with 2 chub for 31b.

The perishable prizes that were not collected have been donated to the local hospital. Don’t forget there is a re-

tired and disabled get together at Southminster on the 23™ March.

SHAUN MAHONEY

2010 League Final Positions

Since our last report the water stopped fishing with the
advent of the cold spell with only a few 'die hards' catch-
ing the odd carp. Both lakes severely froze over dur-
ing December and access to the water was re-
stricted. Unfortunately due to the lack of oxygen in the
lower lake under the ice a substantial number of large
carp did not survive the freeze. There have been no
losses in the top lake. The lower lake is now closed un-
til further notice. A pump has been installed to re-
oxygenate the water and to save the remaining fish in the
lake. Please bear with us as we do what is necessary to
protect the remaining stock and make it suitable for fish-
ing again. MICK & TONY

PATCH PARK/STANFORD RIVERS R. RODING
Freezing conditions, arctic snow blizzards, followed by a mild
spell resulting in intensive flooding have made the river almost
unfishable in December and January, although I have seen
more members who normally fish our lakes leaving the com-
fort of their settees and trying their luck on river whilst the
lakes have been frozen over during the odd fishable days. Due
to the adverse conditions bites have been hard to come by, but
at least the strong current of the river is clearing the detritus.
We live in hope for a milder February and early March for bet-
ter conditions and hopefully a few bites! Be careful when park-
ing at Stanford Rivers, as on one of my forays the van sunk on
a soft spot and was pulled out with the help of the cottage
owner. JOHN LESURF

Name Points Name Weight
1 S Mahoney 364.5 1 S Mahoney 673-14-0
2 P Jones 335 2 P Jones 495-10-8
3 D Brown 324 3 D Brown 452-10-0
4 S Foster 320 4 F Groves 451-13-8
5 M Salmon 296.5 5 V Allum 362-0-8
6 F Groves 295 6 D Tosley 359-4-8
7 V Allum 288.5 7 B Thorpe 356-0-0
8 C Sinclair 276 8 C Sinclair 354-11-0
9 K Spinks 268 9 S Foster 352-10-8
10 G Green 267.5 10 K Spinks 342-4-0

DODDS FARM JACKLETTS FARM, BICKNACRE

The year ended as it started, the lake being frozen over
for a long period of time. As January, February and
March 2010 were very cold, the fishing was very slow. As
the weather warmed up the fishing improved. Night fish-
ing was very popular throughout the year. On the whole
the lake has fished very well. Good match results for both
Juniors and Retired & Disabled. The fishery is very popu-
lar with carp anglers and rod and line and pole anglers as
it fishes well for both carp and silver fish. A further swim
has been made and other swims made bigger to give
more room. This seems to have been a good decision.
This year we have had exceptional amounts of rain, mak-
ing the area surrounding the lake waterlogged and very
difficult at times. With plenty of tools available hopefully
we'll have a good response to the work parties.
RICHARD STANLEY

RIVER WID

After a good first year, the summer and autumn months of this
season have seen some good sized chub, perch and bream
caught on both sides of the blue bridge, along with roach and
rudd. The adverse weather that we have experienced since the
onset of winter has played havoc with the river levels ..... major
flooding has just subsided and hopefully the river will be back
to normal, the fishing will pick up and I'll see more of our
members. Earlier in the season a rod was found, if you think it
is yours please contact me.

RICHARD SMITH




decision to step down
the Club is looking for a new Fishery Officer for
the Little Easton waters, Laundry Lake and Rec-
tory Ponds. To find out more details of what is

required and to apply please contact Shaun Ma-
honey, Fishery Liaison Officer on 07522 096393

TREASURER’S REPORT

After a large excess of expenditure over income in 2009,
we managed to balance the books in 2010, but with a re-
duction in member numbers of 115, had nothing to carry
forward for the planned improvements in our facilities.
With subscription rates unchanged in 2011, we will be ex-
tremely hard pressed to keep pace with both inflation (on
which our rents are calculated) and the increase in VAT. It
is therefore necessary to seek a rise in subscriptions for
2012, of an extra £10 on both Ordinary and OAP/Disabled
rates. It was decided to leave Lady Associate and Junior
members rates as they are as this would have meant even
more of an increase for our senior members.

We have taken account of the views of many members
who have said that, compared with other large clubs in the
county, we are very cheap but this has been achieved by
the Club’s strict fiscal control. If we are unable to receive
the agreement of those at the AGM in March to these rises
there is a great probability that some waters will have to be
sacrificed.

e

Family fishing day on the 2" Oct. at Armigers. We had
not been to these lakes before and fished the lake near-
est the car park. My wife and | fished a double swim. |
caught carp steadily all day using floating dog bis-
cuits. After a slow start my wife caught plenty using
sweetcorn as her hook bait and using maize as "free
offerings". However our son in the adjacent swim fared
even better, catching in excess of 110 Ib of carp, aver-
age size being around 4 Ib with this 10 Ib 4 oz just be-
fore we went home. He too used floating dog biscuits,
fishing the margins. Although it felt like we were fishing
at the end of the runway at nearby Stansted airport, we
had a thoroughly good day - plenty of fish caught and
all in tip top condition. The Godridge Family

NEW MALTINGS

SENIOR MATCH SECRETARY
The Club would like to thank Calvin for his sterling work
as Match Secretary over the past 13 years.
Well done Calvin, you will be a hard act to follow.

gave this water up in May 2010, but the owner has
complained that anglers claiming to be BDAC members
are still fishing on the lake. He will take serious action
against anyone poaching his water in future. The Club
did advise members of the ending of our licence by
signs at the water, our newsletter and our website.

Here is a picture of part of our stretch of the Suffolk Stour at
Henny taken by Robin Gridley last December. This is the Club’s
best pike fishery and the winter is the best time to fish this
venue.

As per last year, I thought you might like to know
that the Brentwood half marathon (which I’m running

again!) starts at 10am on Sunday 20th March so you
could warn BDAC members of the race as the route
again goes past Windmill Lakes and members may get
caught up in it. It may also affect Dodds Farm as
well. Dennis Sherwood

SOUTHMINSTER TOILETS

Because of ongoing problems with the under-
ground flask which serves the toilet block, we have
had to close the toilets. We have arranged for two
portaloos, ladies and gents, to be delivered and
they will be placed at the side of the block nearest
the car park. It is possible the problem will not be
solved until the water table drops in the Spring,
and we can investigate with a digger.




