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Spring 24 hour Carp Match  May 2011 
10 members turned out at Straits Mill for the match and due to 
the fine weather there were plenty of carp showing themselves 

before we started. The first carp was caught by Mitchell Barnes 

within 20 minutes.  After this not a lot was caught for the first 

couple of hours except by John Scraggs on the point who pro-
ceeded to catch the first of his 12 Bream, he also had 1 Carp 

and a Pike.  In total 20 Carp were caught, the winner being 

Mitchell Barnes with 5 fish for a total weight of  83lb 14oz in-
cluding a stunning common of  24lb 8oz. Second was Dave 

Twitchett with 6 carp for 79lb 4oz including a common of 22lb 

6oz. David Wilson had an old warrior in the form of a 12 lb 

linear (pictured) and finished third with 4 fish for a weight of 
43lb. Myself and the anglers either side of me were plagued 

with line bites until Sunday morning when I landed a carp trail-

ing a chod rig with a barbed hook, complete with the lead, after 
it tangled with my hook length. Members must remember that 

only barbless hooks are allowed on club waters. If you make 

your own lead core leaders, ensure the tag ends of the loops do 
not protrude from the braid.  Also check your rig before casting 

it out to ensure the beads will pass over the end of the leader. If the lead had tangled in a snag the fish would proba-

bly have died. Do not fish without making fish safety your first concern.    COLIN SHORT  

On July 

3rd, 8 year 

old James 

Tr ea d wa y 

had a three 
& half hour 

session on 

pit 6 at 

Southmin-

ster and 

caught a 

magnificent 

net of pris-

tine rudd 

t o t a l l i n g 

18lbs. He 

fed a few 
red maggots 

each cast 

and fished 

s i n g l e 

caster on 

the drop 

The next 24 hour carp match will be at Barleylands on 

the 8th / 9th October this year and will be limited to 12 

entrants.  Please contact me by email or phone for the 

rules and an application form.   Colin Short 

Being a new member and coming back to modern 
day fishing after 35 or more years and being a fully 
paid up member of the ATGANI Club ( All the Gear 
and No Idea), I fished the small lake at Straits Mill on 
Saturday 28/5 totally unproductively from 0900 til 
1600hrs and on the last retrieve of the day, this 
chased my sweet corn and pellet on a No 8 barbless 
on a light line .... No idea of the weight as I am also 
short of scales but judging by my unhooking mat it 
was about 30 inches long. It turned a pleasant day 
into a great day. Forceps and scales are now on my 
list in case it happens again.  Allan Horrigan 



The 1st junior match took us to one of my favourite commercials, the road lake at Puddledock. 12 juniors 
attended this match and although they all caught the fishing was very hard on a very warm day. The win-
ner was James Hunt with 10-3-0 of carp caught on method feeder close to the island, 2nd was Neal 
Shore with 9-1-0 of carp again on feeder to the island and 3rd was John Edwards with 6-3-0. A very good 
effort by James Treadway aged 8 fishing his 1st match for 4th spot with 5-14-0 of roach/rudd/skimmers 
The 2nd match was Dodds Farm on the bottom lake. There was a very good turnout of 14. The lake was 
very well presented but again following rain the fishing proved difficult. A few carp were lost and only 1 
junior managed to land one and this was the winner James Hunt. The carp weighed 8-7-0 and with a few 
roach/rudd his winning weight was 10-15-0. 2nd was Sam Yates with roach/rudd for 5-7-0 and 3rd was 
James Treadway with 4-2-0 again roach/rudd. Unfortunately 4 did not weigh in as these went for the carp 
which did not show in their swims.  
The 3rd Match took us to Pit 6 at Southminster and once again there was a good turn out of 14.  A lot of 
the Juniors fished for the silvers and unfortunately some hooked carp and lost them on the light tackle.  3 
Carp were hooked and landed and the winner was one of our new recruits Jamie Sutton with 13-15-0 
which included a good carp of 13-10-0, second was Luke Hockley with 8-15-0 including a carp of 8-4-0 
and in 3rd place was Sam Yates with 4-9-0.   
Currently positions with top 6 results counting : - 
  

         Under 12                                                     12-16                                      Intermediates  
  
1  James Hunt            55 points         1  Sam   Hill      45 points         1  Matthew Fuller      30 points 
  
2  James Treadway    52 points          2  Sam Yates           37 points         2 Neal Shore            29 points 
  
3  Jack Hill                 12 points            3  Jamie Sutton       31 points         3  Jamie Wilkinson    21 points 
  
  

Please note change of date to the Adult/Junior Match at Armigers this will now be held on 8th October 
and not 24th September as shown. 
Congratulations go to Sam Yates who won the 24 hour Carp Match at Straits Mill with 5 carp for just over 
80lbs. 
And finally a big thank you to Steve Crutchlow who unfortunately lost his father earlier this year and has 
donated all his father's tackle to the Junior Section, this tackle will be passed down to those Juniors at-
tending the Matches.    TONY BAILY  

WANTED  

HELPERS URGENTLY REQUIRED ON THURSDAYS 

FROM OCTOBER ONWARDS TO HELP MAINTAIN 

OUR FREEHOLD FISHERIES. 

NOTHING DANGEROUS! 

Please telephone SHAUN MAHONEY : 07522 046393 

The Avon Roach Project was set up in 2005 to 
monitor the decline of the species in the Avon 
Valley. The effect of cormorant predation has 
been severe. You now have the opportunity to 
help improve the current cormorant control 
measures through a government review via 
an online petition (see the Clubôs website). 
 If you support angling and biodiversity please 
use this link and signup now.  

FORUM 

This is a reminder that the Club forum on Essex-Fishing is 
not an official site run by the Club. On the whole it pro-

vides a good platform for those members who wish to talk 

about the Club and its waters. However a minority of cow-
ardly people are using it to spread false rumours and in 

some circumstances to attack other members and the Man-

agement Committee. These ñcowardsò hide behind as-

sumed names and seem to believe they can say anything 
they like with no consequences. Some of the posts have 

been libellous and have caused distress to their victims. In 

these cases the moderators have been asked to remove the 
offending posts and the Club when it can trace the people 

responsible write to them and advise them they are not 

welcome as members. It is good for people to be able to 
express their thoughts and to pass information on to one 

another, but quite inexcusable to use this forum for per-

sonal attacks.  



ARMIGERS  
Thank you once again for regular 
members who turned out for 
work parties. Both lakes are on tip 
top condition and fishing well. Some 
members are leaving rubbish in the 
car park behind the toilets,  please 
take your rubbish home with you. 
Carp are the main fish being caught 
at the moment largest recorded  18lb 
this year! A surprise in the back lake 
a member told me he had a perch of 
2lb, nice to hear! Since night fishing 
was allowed this year I have had no 
complaints at all of rules being bro-
ken and no trouble with noise. Two 
matches have had their dates altered 
and Iôve put new dates on the notice 
board. One or two tins have been 
found in swims, these are banned as 
in the Club rules, donôt take them to 
the lakes!!    
 ROY FOWLER 
===================  
LITTLE EASTON RECTORY 
PONDS 
Firstly  I   would like to thank my 
predecessor  Bill Gardner a member 
of Billericay Club for 20 years plus for 
all his help and support over the 
years and wish Bill and Lindsey a 
long and happy  retirement. Since 
the bottom lake at Rectory was 
closed the angling numbers have 
dropped considerably, but a good 
number of carp and silver fish are 
being caught. I would like to have a 
work party on the 8th of October at 
Rectory Pond starting at 8-30am all 
welcome. The toilets have now been 
repaired. As you probably know the 
bottom lake has been drained and 
has had 6,000 tons of silt removed. 
It has now been refilled and 600 carp 
ranging from 2 to 20lbs plus a num-
ber of silver fish have been returned. 

Both top and bottom lakes are now 
open. PLEASE NOTE THE TWO CAR 
PARKS WILL BE CLOSED ON THE 
27TH, 28TH 29TH AUGUST due to 
the Countess of Warwick Show. 
Note that the use of unhooking 
mats is compulsory whenever a fish 
of any size is to be placed on the 
ground. 
LITTLE EASTON,LAUNDR Y 
LAKE. 
The lake has seen a increase in the 
number of anglers due to the fact 
that the   fish are getting bigger with 
20lb carp gracing the banks. I would 
like to thank my bailiffs and fellow 
members for their hard work 
throughout the season. The crayfish 
are not so much a problem this year 
as a large number have been re-
moved. Best baits are boilies, sweet 
corn, maize. Please use unhooking 
mats at all times as carp have been 
seen flapping on the ground. Take 
your litter home, any problems or to 
report catches contact me on 07375 
523214    
STEVE SMITH  
=====================  
SHALFORD 
Both lakes are looking great, with a 
good level of water. The first three 
months of the season has seen both 
lakes fishing well, with carp again 
the dominant species. There have 
been no reports of any really large 
carp being caught, mainly averaging 
1lb to 3lbs, but 10ôs and 12ôs are 
regularly caught. Good sized roach 
to 1lb are being frequently caught.  
Chub to 1.5lbs are now being 
caught in both lakes (thank you 
River Pant) and crucians to 1lb. I 
received a report that a tench was 
caught in the bottom lake, which is 
great news, if correct.  

The River Pant sections as ex-
pected are almost unfishable, 
due to the lack of water and the 
growth of weed etc, roll on the 
autumn.  
A big thank you to Tony Chap-
man my Bailiff, who constantly 
gives up his time in keeping the 
lakes clean and tidy throughout 
the season.  If you have any 
problems please contact me on 
07533 479593, enjoy Shalford.  
CLIVE GLIDDON  
================  
THOBY WOOD  
Since the beginning of this sea-
son the blanket weed has/is be-
ing treated and hopefully will 
result in a fishable lake through-
out the summer.  The gun club, 

who have rights to shoot in the 

woods surrounding the lake, 
have supplied their dates for 
this yearôs óorganised shootsô. 

These will be placed on the 
notice board in the main car 
park.  The last two months has 

seen some of the bigger carp 
caught, most around the 20lb 
mark. Early morning or late 

afternoon into the evenings 
prove the better times. A qual-
ity perch of 2lb has been 

landed, and also a solitary  
crucian carp of 2lb.   
Thus far tench and bream 

have proved sporadic (we lost 
some 5lb bream at spawning 
time). The roach and rudd are 

showing well ï and becoming 
bigger each month.  Try caster 
or large punched bread for 8oz 

+ fish.  
PETER YATES 

2011 July Chairmanôs Carp Cup 
This yearôs match saw all 18 contestants turn up to fish the 24 hour carp match at Straits Mill.  Fish could be seen 
cruising at both ends and along the centre of the lake. Luckily the rain stopped in time for the draw and allowed the 

entrants to set up before we had four hours of continuous rain, some of it torrential.  This was followed by intermit-

tent showers that stopped in the early evening. The weather didnôt interfere with the fishing and a total of 18 carp 

were caught.  The winner was 17 year old Sam Yates who landed 5 fish for a total weight of 80lb 7oz including one 
of 22lb 9oz and won the holiday donated by Etang des Landes. Second was Graham Johnson with 5 fish for 63lb 

10oz and third was Dave Twitchett with four fish for 57lb 10oz.    COLIN SHORT  



PARSONAGE FARM 
A dayôs fishing at Parsonage for un-

der Ã2.50. I decided to try a dayôs 
fishing with the minimum amount of 
bait - sweet corn, cubed luncheon 
meat with a little hemp I found in the 
freezer. The meat came from the 
Pound Shop and the sweet corn from 
the freezer section in Tescoôs at a 
cost of 97p. Total cost with ½ bag of 
hemp from home approx. £2.50. I 
chose one of the pegs on the right 
hand side of the lake halfway along 
and decided to fish pole. My first 
swim would be at 11 metres and the 
other at about 7 -8 metres. Having 
plumbed up my swim I found two 
nice flat areas - one straight in front 
of me and the other at 10 oôclock 
which was my 7-8 metre line. I 
cupped in 2 large pots of sweet corn 
and hemp and the other line cubed 
luncheon meat. On all rigs I used an 
18 hook. I set up three rigs, two for 
the bottom and one mid water.  I 
started fishing at 10:00 and finished 
at 15:30. When I weighed in, I had 
around 25 to 30lb of good quality 
roach and rudd with a couple of nice 
crucians. Other anglers fishing on the 
day were catching tench, several be-
ing around the 2lb mark. With the 
holidays now started itôs a good time 

to take our juniors out and give them 
a dayôs silver fishing. Thank you to all 
those who help maintain and keep 
the fishery tidy. As the fishery now 
has a portaloo there are no excuses 
for our lady members so get out and 
give it a go  RAY ANKIN  
============================ 

STRAITS MILL,  BRAINTREE  
All members have now had the bene-
fit of an extra monthôs fishing but this 
and the weather  condi t ions 
have unfortunately has caused a few 
problems. Many of you will notice 
that the area around the lakes have 
become very overgrown this being 
due to the weather and the  fact that 
the Club no longer have contractors 
clearing the undergrowth three times 
a year. This work is now being done 
by myself, my bailiffs and volunteers 
on work parties. The problem arises 
when very few members volunteer 
for the work parties. Straits Mill is a 
large fishery and is owned by the 

Club but it does need a lot of work 

done on it. With that in mind I would 
be pleased to see more members 

turning up at the work parties. The 
weather has also caused problems on 
both lakes which have become heav-
ily weeded resulting in a lot of the 
small lake and some of the  large 
lake being unfishable unless you can 
rake out a swim. None the less carp 
are still being caught on a regular 
basis , mainly early morning, late af-
ternoon and evening. Many members 
have reported catching keepnets full 
of bream and roach. The best bait 
appears to be corn and mini boilies. 
The biggest  tench caught this sea-
son from the big lake weighed 9lbs 
but there are bigger ones in there. 
Finally I have to mention that there 
are a lot of members turning up with-
out their rod licences (mainly new 
members). We do not have the facili-
ties to confirm if you have a rod li-
cence. If you want to fish Straits Mill 
make sure you have both your mem-
bership card and your rod licence 
with you. Make sure you read the 
Club rules, if you do not and you 
break the rules you will be asked to 
leave and reported to the Club. It has 
also come to my notice that one 
member was caught using a bait 
boat, this is not allowed.  

Anyone caught by my bailiffs or me 
using a bait boat will be asked to 
leave immediately and reported to 
the Club. Hope to see you on the 
bank. Tight lines  TERRY NEAFSEY  
============================ 

WINDMILL LAKES  
Firstly I would like to thank Doug, 
Alan, Eric, Grahame and Mike for all 
their hard work especially on Old Is-
land. The work accumulated to about 
400 man hours, many thanks. 
Field Lake  
Fishing has been good with a steady 
flow of Carp and Silvers being caught 
on all different baits. Maggot, cheese, 
paste, cockles, pepperami and vari-
ous boilies. 
 Swan Lake  
Carp to 26lb have been taken from all 
around the lake and reports of Bream 
being caught from the far side of the 
lake as mentioned in the last report. 
Pole fishing is becoming very popular 
on this lake with good results in the 

margins. 

 Old Island  
Essential works have been carried 
out on this lake and I would like to 
thank all the members for their com-
ments on the bank and all the texts 
and phone calls expressing how nice 
the lake looks. Since the work has 
been carried out the fishing has been 

excellent although the water level 
has been very low.  
Long Lake  
Still a difficult lake for many mem-
bers a steady flow of carp are being 
caught and many silvers on the pole. 
Baits  -  Some of the baits that have 
caught this season are the same as 
the last news letter. Sausage paste, 
sweetcorn, trout pellets, dog biscuits, 
shellfish, cheese, maggot, strawberry 
boilies, fruit boilies, cell boilies, 
worms, meat baits. Please text me 
with your fishing catches as this 
will help to enhance the club re-
ports and give members a good 
indication of how the lakes are 
fishing.   COLIN NICHOLLS 
============================ 

DODDS FARM 
Carp to 20lbs have been coming out 
regularly from both lakes with one or 
two larger specimens from the top 
lake. The tench have also been fish-
ing well in both lakes as have the 

larger perch with the best specimen 
reported at 3lb 5oz from the bottom 
lake. We are still having problems 
with people leaving their litter about. 
Only today several empty Guinness 
cans were found in the bushes be-
hind the swims. We are also still find-
ing abandoned 'Spam' and 'sweet 
corn' tins. We have also found bro-
ken equipment dumped in the 
bushes. Some members have even 
put their litter into a plastic bag and 
then thrown the bag into the nearby 
field. Many thanks to the member 
who decided to bag it and throw it in 
the bushes rather walk to the porta-
loo. For those who are leaving their 
litter, and it's only a minority,  we 
don't want you at Dodds Farm . 
The farmer is aware of the litter 
problems and has conveyed his dis-
pleasure to us. We want to keep this 
water in the BDAC so please take 
your litter home with you. Thank 
you.  
Mike & Tony  



HICKS FARM 
Hicks Farm still continues to fish well 
and I have had a number of óphone 
calls from members asking me what 
fish are stocked in the lake. The lake 
holds common carp, mirror carp, cru-
cian carp, roach, rudd, bream, gud-
geon, perch and tench. Baits are 
sweet corn, meat, cheese, paste, 
pellet and bread on the surface. I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
thank Colin, Doug, Alan, Mike, Gra-
ham and Ted for their help on the 
work party. 
I did not think that I would have to 
write about members who feel it nec-
essary to use barbed and micro 
barbed hooks. The rules for Hicks 
Farm which are in the handbook 
state strictly barbless hooks only. 
 I have been checking membersô 
hooks and I will be continuing to do 
so, any member found to be using 
barbed or micro-barbed hooks will be 
asked to leave the lake and they will 
be reported to the Committee. 
ERIC NICHOLLS  01268 571262 
============================ 
SOUTHMINSTER 
Welcome to another season and I 
would like to thank all the people who 
helped at the work parties and during 
the close season. The amount of 
work done in only one month was 
incredible with a special mention to 
Micky Nash and Sid for their time and 
effort. Some pits will be closed for 
further maintenance so apologies for 
any inconvenience. Rubbish is be-
coming a problem as some members 
are leaving it in the swims or full bags 
under bushes in the car park, if this is 
you take it home. With the early start 
to the season, the tench have been 
showing in numbers and also there 
have been a lot of crucians coming 
out. There have been tench to over 
8lbs, crucians to over 4lbs, carp to 
the mid twenties, bream to 8lbs, 
roach to 1lb 12ozs, rudd to 1lb 4ozs 
and perch to 2lbs.     BILL BROOM.  
============================
BARLEYLANDS  
This year has seen more new mem-
bers than ever, a few have done well 
but most have gone to other lakes 
that they feel will produce more fish. 
The diehards who have stuck with it 
have had some really good results. 
The fish coming out seem to indicate  

a good growth rate and the condition 
of the fish is stunning, can we keep it 
that way, care of the fish being the 
most important factor. The Club has 
negotiated a new lease at Barley-
lands so all those ill-founded rumours 
can at last be laid to rest. The new 
gates are up and working and the 
new car parking area is finished with 
spaces for approx. 20 cars. Also fitted 
is a gate into our car park and the 
Club worked hard to get this extra 
security measure so keep it shut after  
going in or out. It has been reported 
that 2 members were using an airgun 
during a fishing trip, it is idiots like this 
that give the Club a bad name and 
can lead to the loss of waters. Let me 
make it clear that if we catch the peo-
ple concerned or learn who it was, 
the Committee will ban these mem-
bers for life. The reeds have been cut 
back and three new swims made, and 
I would like to thank Matt for his hard 
work helping me that day, although I 
must admit Matt did most of the work. 
Thanks must go to all the bailiffs for 
their hard work. Trev is slowly getting 
better and we all look forward to see-
ing him back at the waterside. Last 
but not least take your rubbish home 
after all you brought it with you why 
should others have to clear it up. 
KEITH COLLARD  
============================ 
ASHELDHAM  

With the season well underway the 
fishing has been reasonably good. I 
have had reports of carp up to 18lbs, 
tench up to 4lbs, roach to 1lb, rudd 
around 1lb, and small crucians, perch 
and eels. There have also been a few 
chub. If anyone does catch chub can 
you please ring me and let me know 
the size. Large perch must be about 
because I have seen roach up to 4 
inches leap out of the water on the 
lilies. If you fish the main part of the 
lake be very careful near the waterôs 
edge as in places the bank is soggy 
on the car park side. I look forward to 
seeing you enjoying your day on the 
fishery. Tight lines. 
DEREK SWEETLOVE  

============================= 

WILLOW MERE 
Pleased to report that the weed which 
was a problem at the start of the sea-
son has now died off. Fishing has 
been steady with carp up to 18lbs, 

F1s to 3lbs with the occasional 
bream. Lots of roach and rudd are 
also being caught. It is advisable to 
take some large baits along to get 
through the silver fish when fishing 
the venue. 
DYERS HALL  
The results from this venue continue 
to improve, with the best reported 
carp caught so far this season weigh-
ing 22lbs 10ozs. Bags of tench from 
2lbs to 6lbs, plus crucians up to 1lb 
and also lots of silver fish showing. 
The water is currently quite low and 
weedy so please take a rake if possi-
ble. Finally will members ensure that 
the gate is locked when leaving the 
fishery after an evening session. I 
would be pleased to hear of any good 
fish being caught.    
BRIAN THORPE   
============================ 
BICKNACRE  

Although a very short close season, a 
lot of hard work was put in over the 
lake and I think that you have all no-
ticed the difference. Thanks to all of 
those who helped out on the work 
parties. Unfortunately there has been 
an incident of rods, pods and bait 
alarms being stolen when a father 
and son where asleep. Be warned 
that there are prowlers about and 
keep your equipment safe. This sea-
son started off very well and night 
fishing seems very popular again. 
Carp have been coming out, and 
night fishermen have been catching 
q u i t e  a  f e w  g o o d  s i z e d  
bream.  Method feed has been fish-
ing very well with a hint of curry 
powder. Roach are being caught off 
the bottom on the deep side on small 
pellets. The right hand corner of the 
car park is also fishing very well for 

roach, again off the bottom.  Rudd 
3/4 depth on the drop  feeding little 
and often. If anyone is catching cru-
cian or tench, please could they let 
me know. I would like to know if 
there are any in the lake. I know that 
perch are in the lake, but nothing has 

been caught lately. If anyone is 
caught leaving litter, they will be out. 
Rubbish this season has been ridicu-
lous. PLEASE TAKE YOUR LITTER 
HOME WITH YOU. You would not 
believe what I've picked up this sea-

son.  RICHARD STANLEY   



The 1st match of the season took us to a new lake on the Darenth complex near Dartford in Kent. As this 
was a new lake to us we had a practice a couple of weeks before the match and although everyone 
caught fish the fishing was very patchy with 2 good weights but poor follow up weights. We therefore 
knew that on match day the fishing would be difficult and the weather did not help with very blustery con-
ditions which led to poles being blown off rollers and unfortunately 4 poles were broken. The winner was 
Terry Edwards with 24-4-0 of carp on soft pellet, 2nd was Steve Allgood with 19-12-0 of carp on maggot 
and 3rd was Shaun Mahoney with 15-0-0. There were 9 dry nets which was very disappointing. 
The 2nd match took us to our premier match fishery Armigers and once again it turned up trumps. The top 
lake was the place to draw producing the top 6 weights. The 1st and 2nd both came from the dam wall 
and both beat our match record the winner with 215-0-0 was Terry Edwards, our commercial expert, who 
just beat Cliff Adams with 199-0-0. Cliff has been featuring very well recently on the open scene at Cole-
mans/Rayne/Tylers. 3rd and 4th came from the car park bank and were Ken Spinks and Shaun Mahoney 
with 151-4-0 and 137-14-0 respectively. The top weight of 91-0-0 on the bottom lake was taken by Brian 
Thorpe, one of our fishery officers, who was on the dam wall. The best carp was 11-4-0 taken by Nigel 
Warwick. A total weight of 2162lbs was taken by the 29 anglers an average of nearly 75lbs. The sum  of 
£107 was raised for the charities. 
The 3rd match took us to the prolific Monks Lake fishery lake 1 and Terry Edwards completed a hat trick 
of wins with a runaway 150-4-0. He was one of the last to draw and pulled out one of the flyers, the end 
peg on the spit. He caught steadily all day on soft pellet and corn. 2nd was Ken Spinks who had a good 
net of carp for 90-12-0 on paste in the margins and I was 3rd with 73-8-0 of carp caught on corn in the 
margins 
       Current league positions  

1  Terry Edwards         120 
2 Shaun Mahoney       110 
3  Steve Allgood           107 
4  Andy Holt                94 
5 Tony Baily                86 
6 Ken Smith                        84 
7 Jim Holt                     78 
8  Ken Spinks                77 
9  Ray Ankin                    76 
10      Alan OôBrien               75    TONY BAILY  

Ladies Match at Asheldham on the 25 th June 2011.  
The first match of the season did not start well as the weather was cold and miserable and to add to that, 
upon arriving at the venue we found 4 members set up and established in their Bivvyôs  along the car park 
bank of the venue which was the only part closed for our match.  Once again handbooks are not being 
read by members before setting out to a venue to fish. Once fishing started, the fish came on and off for 
most of the day and the sun came out.  No big fish were caught but continuous action.   
First was Val Burlton with 23lb 7oz and second was Kathy Chisnall with 9lb 1oz 
Mixed Pairs Match at Armigers on 9 th July 2011  
As normal, Armigers delivered a good head of fish on a very windy day.  It would be nice to see a few new 
faces at these matches. A good day was, as always, had by all, however the end result was 
1st           Val & Barry          220lb 0oz 
2nd          Kathy & Nick      171lb 0oz 
Pairs Match at Rectory Ponds on 23 rd July 2011  

Considering the weights that have been caught at Rectory in the past, results of the Pairs Match did not 
fully live up to expectations.  Considering it was the 3rd week of July the weather was pretty bad and very 
windy which meant the large amount of carp in the Top Lake were not interested for the cold parts of the 
day.  The same faces turned up, which was very disappointing and we know there are plenty of couples 
within the Club who would enjoy fishing these matches and it would be so good to see more people at-
tend.  The results at the end of the day were as follows 
Val & Barry                          138lb 0oz 
Kathy & Nick                      52lb 8oz 
Ladies/mixed matches      Please note change of date to the following  

Mixed pairs Armigers will now be 3rd Sept and not 10th Sept     
Val Jarvis memorial Shalford will now be 8th Oct and not 1st Oct 



Our first match at Southminster Pits 1 and 6 saw a turnout of 30.The winner was Dave Brown from Pit 

1  who caught bream and carp on paste for 59lb 12ozs.  Second was Ken Smith from the bay in Pit 1 
with 34lb 8ozs  and third was Tony Baily 29lb 8oz with the top weight from Pit 6.  
We once again have kindly had a donation from Bert Blackwood for the golden peg and if not won will 

go towards over Christmas match. 
Match 2  - Was held at Bicknacre and every fishable peg was taken. The winner was Fred Groves with 
33lb of roach and rudd from the car park bank ,second was Shaun Mahoney with an all roach catch of 

28lb and third Peter Jones 25lb. Several bream were caught to 3lb. 
Match 3  - Saw a turnout of 26 and was fished over the 2 lakes at Doddôs farm, the bottom lake out-
fished the top providing the top 3 places, winner was Vic Allum with 122lb 11ozs of carp fishing pellet 

waggler, second was Malcolm Salmon who was opposite, using the same tactics as the winner, 37lb 
14ozs and third was Shaun Mahoney with 32lb. 
Match 4  - Fished at the popular Hicks Farm, after a couple of late cancellations, saw 23 fish. The win-

ner was Ken Spinks with 100lb 5ozs, he fished the margins with maggot, second was Fred Groves who 
was in the rushes with 71lb 10ozs using pole and paste and third the ever popular Bert Blackwood 34lb 
4ozs. The best fish caught was a carp by Peter Jones at 15lb 
Match 5  - This our first of two charity matches on the popular Arrnigers saw a lower then expected 

turnout of only 23  mostly due to the start of the holidays season. There were several weights over 
100lb with the winner Shaun Mahoney having 151lb 15ozs  from the car park bank, fishing paste at 13 
metres to start and later coming in to the shallow water fishing pellet and maggot. Second was Peter 

Jones from the dam wall fishing paste 139lb and third Fred Groves again from the car park with 137lb 
14ozs. The sum raised for the clubs charities was £69.  

2011 League Positions 
 

 

 Name Points     Name Weight 

1 S Mahoney 135 1 V Allum  271-3-0 

2 D Brown 124 2 S Mahoney 254-11-0 

3 F Groves 121.5 3 F Groves 249-10-0 

4 K Smith 115 4 D Brown 243-7-0 

5 K Spinks 111 5 K Spinks 237-13-0 

6 D Tosley 106 6 D Tosley 208-6-0 

7 B Thorpe 103 7 P Jones 198-0-0 

8 M Salmon 101.5 8 M Salmon 174-0-0 

9 V Allum  97 9 K Smith 173-6-0 

10 N Warwick 96 10 S Foster 148-2-0 

Could you please let me know if I can pur-
chase another handbook, as on Thursday I 
went to Armigers specifically to fish for 
rudd and at 73 had the best dayôs fishing I 
have ever had. The only problem was the 
torrential rain soaked my handbook be-
yond saving.  Thanks for a great club and 
brilliant value for money. Alan Forder 

On 22/5/11 my dad and me visited Swan Lake (his sug-
gestion) I wasnôt too keen as last time we fished it the 

water was very low. However, what a difference! The 

water was still a little low due to 8 weeks of no rain, but 

the place looked a picture with irises and oxeye daisy. 
Despite the gale we did ok, I had a carp 9lb 10oz and 

numerous roach and a couple of skimmers and my dad 

had a carp the same size and two bream,6lb 10oz and 6lb 
2oz. Thanks to the committee for opening a month early. 

What a treat.                      Steve Wallis 



AND FINALLY   

Newsletter Editor: Gill Howard                       Email: gillh2005@btinternet.com  

Etang des Landes for sale 

There are some wonderful places in France but one of the most 

stunningly beautiful is a venue called Etang des Landes set in the 

countryside close to Le Mans. The five-acre lake has become 

very popular with visiting anglers since it opened in 2004. With 
carp reaching over 50lb the lake is yet to reach its full potential, 

but every year the bookings have been snapped up quickly by 

anglers, many who were re-booking after previous successful 

trips. At a time when many commercial venues have been strug-

gling to attract business, it speaks volumes for the quality of the 

fishing at Landes. The lake is set in amongst some of the most 

wonderful scenery that you will ever find. The whole place is 

very reminiscent of an old English estate lake with a variety of 

huge trees, many of which are several hundreds of years old. 

Someone had the foresight to plant them all a long time ago and 

now the sight you are greeted with is a  unique one indeed! Over-

looking the lake is the stone-built house. Although spacious, it 
very much has the feel of a country cottage but has been main-

tained to high standard. Besides the main house there is also ex-

tra accommodation for visiting anglers which consists of two 

main bedrooms and bathroom as well as a dining area. The busi-

ness has been built up very successfully over the last seven years 

but for personal reasons Mary and Paul now wish to move on. 

For anyone considering a move over to France I would strongly 

suggest that they have a good look at Etang des Landes, as a 

venue such as this rarely comes up for sale and would be very 

difficult to find anywhere else. For further information on Etang 

des Landes visit the website: www.etangdeslandes.co.uk or call 
Mary on 0033 243438245  

Before and after pictures of Rectory Ponds, Little Easton. Following a fish kill a little while ago the owners were advised 

that the lower pond was grossly overstocked and had badly silted up. They undertook a huge remedial work this year and 

6000 tons of silt were removed. It was also found that the pond was undercutting the road bank so piling had to be put in 

place. To pay for some of the work some fish were sold but the rest were held in the top pond and returned when work was 

completed. The venue is now open for fishing. 

I was carping on Thoby Wood on 9th of July and 

caught this 21lb 4oz.  I have visited this venue a 

few times since. I have managed a 19lb 4oz and a 

14lb 12oz common as well. Though this venue 

is quite tough I do enjoy fishing here.  

James Railton 

VACANCY 
Due to relocation Tony Baily will no longer be 

able to run the Senior Match Section next 
year. Therefore we need to recruit urgently a 

replacement. To apply for this post and to find 

out more details contact the Chairman,  
Keith Collard on kïcollard@sky.com or  

01268 527038  

The next edition of the newsletter will be published in 
November but will appear on the web site only. Re-
member there are regular reports and photos added to 
the web site between newsletters. 

STOP PRESS 

As we go to press we have just heard that Fishery Liaison 

 Officer, Shaun Mahoney, has suffered injuries in a road accident 

near his home. He is now out of hospital but will be out of  

commission for several weeks. We take this opportunity to wish 
him a speedy recovery. 

http://www.etangdeslandes.co.uk/

