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Here is a picture of my son Danielôs 1st Carp caught from 

Dodds Farm on the 23rd July.   He played the fish and then 

held it like he had doing been doing it for years.  The fish 

weighed 11 1/2 lbs and the smile on his face says it all.   

 Ray Cousins 

DODDS FARM 
From its opening at the start of July, in the first two weeks it fished exceptionally well but it is beginning to slow down 
due to the large number of members currently fishing the water. Fish are still coming out but not in the quantities that 
were initially being caught. Fish in both lakes are being caught on a wide variety of baits although we have not heard 
of many successes by anglers using boilies. The most popular baits appear to be caster, pellets, corn and luncheon 
meat. Please bring the latter two in bait boxes rather than tins as we are constantly finding discarded tins around the 
venue. There are many double figure carp being caught and a few twenties from both lakes. Tench are averaging 4lb 

to 5lb with the occasional 6lb appearing. 
Roach and rudd are plentiful and there are 
some quality specimens of roach to 2lb and 
rudd to 1lb. Perch are frequently caught (on 
any bait) but there have been several large 
perch caught up to 4lb. Just a reminder that 
fixed lead rigs of any description are not per-
mitted neither is surface fishing. Several fish 
have been landed with discarded barbed 
hooks attached to their mouths, this is 
against club rules and will not be tolerated. 
Hope that the rest of the season is as good 
as the first month on this venue and hope to 
see you there. Finally we would like to say 
thank you to all for the help get the venue 
ready especially George.  
Best regards 
Tony & Mick 

I had to send this picture in as this is the most stunning carp I 

have ever seen. I have had a fantastic start to the season at Straits 

Mill which is a fantastic venue and full of the darkest carp I have 

come across. I caught this fish late July on a dreary damp eve-
ning, conditions the fish seem to love up there, I was fishing to a 

bush overhanging the water managing three fish the highlight 

being this heavily scaled 20.5 mirror. I tend to only get a few 

hours in the evening to fish and being very local I know I can 

drop in there and catch a fish or two, the Club should be very 

proud of this water. Richard Mills  

Many thanks and much appreciation must go to Mick and 

Tony for all hard work they put in to make Dodds Farm such 

a good venue. The fishery had become very overgrown dur-

ing the period it wasnôt being fished and Mick especially 

spent so much time there getting things ready. I think every-
one agrees that a wonderful job was done and the water 

looked a picture on opening day -  Editor 



 

Laundry Lake 26th July 2010. It was my first visit to Laundry 

Lake and only a few other members were fishing.  Weather 

wasn't too great with light rain in the morning and again later 

in the afternoon. The water was very warm and flies were 

hatching.  Others were saying that the fishing was very hard for 
this lake and my 11lb 14oz mirror at about 10.30 a.m. was the 

only fish seen until about 4 o'clock when more fish started 

come to the bank.  I finished with 4 fish and I think there were 

no more than that between the others.  All my fish came on hair 

rigged sweetcorn with a cage feeder with a mix of halibut 

ground bait, pellets, hemp and sweetcorn cast every 20 minutes 

or so.  I tried a variety of methods with my 2nd rod but had no 

bites at all.  I felt sorry for Bob on the adjacent swim who 

fished all day for one bite, and that came off after a short 

fight!  His help in landing my fish was much appreciated. Steve 

Waple. (Picture on website) 

On the 5th June, I fished Asheldham with my dad. I 

caught my PB twice, both were common carp at 

13lb 14oz & my best at 17lb 8oz. Nada Woolcock. 
Pictures of Nadaôs fish can be seen on the website. 

Laundry Lake: I went to the lake with my father on 7-7-
10. It started pouring with rain as we set up but it was 

warm and the wind was blowing into our faces, prospects 

were good. I soon had a carp on the bank at 13lbs 13oz a 

mirror followed at fairly regular intervals by 7 more. I 
ended up catching 3 mirrors, the other 2 weighing 11lbs 

4oz and 14lbs 6oz whilst my father had a better day with 

5 carp ranging from 10lbs to his first Laundry and Eng-
lish 20, a common in beautiful condition at 20lbs 8oz . 

All but 2 carp were caught on sweetcorn with boilies get-

ting the other two.       
Laundry Lake 16-07-10. Went for an afternoon session 

with my mate, weather was good again, warm with a 

strong wind blowing. We managed to catch 6 carp be-

tween us, Mike had a mirror of 15lbs 13oz and I had 4 
mirrors 11lbs 4oz, 14lbs 8oz, 15lbs 1oz, 20lbs 4oz and a 

common of 14lbs 12oz. All the fish were in good condi-

tion and fought really hard. 
 Martin Jameson  Pictures on the website 

On Friday 9th of July, I went to Laundry Lake with my mate 
and his dad. This was the first time i had ever fished there. We 
only fished from 6 till 9.45 and had 5 fish. two 17lb's, one 16lb, 
a 13lb and a massive 24lb 12oz my personal record.  

(pictures on web).  Farren Barnett. (A new member). 

Laundry Lake. On Sunday 4th July, I was fishing Laundry 

Lake with my mate Dan and his dad. First time over there for 

me and I had  two Common Carp, the first 15lb 2oz which was 

a PB and then 30 minutes later had a 15lb 6oz! Great stuff! 

Both caught using sweetcorn. 
 Dan had a 17lb 3oz monster and his dad had 3 out - 10lb, 12lb 

and 14lb. Overall a superb day and canôt wait to get myself 

back over there. John Crowhurst        See website for pictures 

Catch Report ï Laundry Lake Sunday 1st August 2010 

 I arrived at Laundry Lake shortly before 5pm on 1st August 

2010 for a short session.  It was fairly warm and overcast with 

a gentle breeze and plenty of carp on the surface, so I was 

hopeful of some action.  Unlike most anglers at this venue who 
tend to ledger, I decided to float fish about 6 rod lengths out 

with a heavy loaded waggler, varying at between 3 and 5 feet 

deep.  Experience has taught me that the smaller 6mm pellets 

fished on a band tend to work well.  In just over 3 hours I had a 

number of bites and 4 fish ï mirrors of 11lb 8oz, 15lb and 15lb 

12oz and a common of 15lb 8oz ï not bad for a short ses-

sion.  All of the fish were in top condition and fought very 

hard. Laundry Lake is looking lovely at present, itôs good to 

see another family of baby ducks have arrived and a superb job 

has been done with fixing the gate and the new car park.  I will 

definitely be back soon.    Ian Bucknell 

RULE REMINDERS  

 

Whilst most of our members take a pride in the Club and go out of their way to help the Committee, Fishery Officers and Bail-

iffs to police the waters and to keep them up to the standard of cleanliness we demand, this season we have received several 

reports of members violating Club Rules. Here is a reminder of the rules which have been recently broken. 
 

Rule 33: ñOnly BARBLESS OR MICRO-BARBED hooks to be used on Club still waters.ò 

 

The Committee has instructed Fishery Officers and Bailiffs to inspect membersô hooks while they are fishing to ensure this rule 

is adhered to. Please abide by this as it is there to maintain the health and welfare of the fish stocks. Note: Hicks Farm owner 

insists on barbless hooks only. 

 

Non members are not allowed on Club waters. Children under the age of 7 are not allowed as this breaches not only Club rules 

but could invalidate our Public Liability Insurance cover. Junior members must be under the close control of the Senior member 

responsible for them, as there have been reports of unruly children on waters. 

 

Rule 21: ñSweetcorn, luncheon meat or any other form of canned bait must not be taken to the waterside in the con-

tainer in which it was purchased eg tin can, glass, etcò.  

 Again there have been reports of tins taken to the waterside and left behind and this is a safety hazard for both anglers and 

wildlife.  

The Club has gone to great lengths and expense to provide most waters with toilets of some sort or another. Unfortunately some 

members have been leaving these in a disgusting state and someone else has to clean this up, not a very nice job.  



RIVER RODING     PATCH PARK  
The river flow is non existent due to a dry May and June with weed growth making known swims difficult to fish,I 
have cut a path at Stanford rivers past the White Willow trees accessing several good potential holes, if the cab-
bages are raked it is surprising how quickly the fish move back in. I caught a 2lbs 6oz perch on worm the 2nd cut out 
swim to the left of the ditch on the hottest day of the year at mid day. Be careful of the steep banks, donôt fish light or 
small baits as crayfish are a problem, or fish double maggot off the deck. At Patch Park I spotted the biggest perch I 
have ever seen slowly swimming a foot under the surface in a 4 foot swim right of the concrete footbridge, I esti-
mated it was between 4-5 pounds, I was then told of Jason Garnetôs perch of 4lbs 11ozs at Passingford Bridge and I 

left wondering if it was the same fish.   07836 673379  JOHN LESURF  

The first Junior Match was scheduled for our new fishery at Dodds Farm in June, but because this fishery was not 
fishable at the time this match had to be switched with our second match.  The venue for this being Pit 6 at South-
minster on 26th June.  The winner was James Hunt with 19lb 6 oz this included a fabulous carp weighing 17lb 
10oz.  James was drawn in the swim known as the "Car Boot Swim" which is the corner peg on Pit 6 with your back 
facing Pit 8.  He caught the carp on paste down the margins.....Well done James.  Second was John Edwards with 
18lb 4oz from the reed bed, he caught several carp on the feeder towards the reeds....this was a good feat be-
cause John normally fishes a pole.  Third was Alfie Jones with 18lb of carp from the other end of the reed bed.  Alfie 
had a very eventful match losing several carp in the reeds one of which broke his top kit.  He also took a dip whilst 
pushing his bank stick in......so please take extra care when placing bank sticks in the water.  All twelve Juniors on 
this match caught fish. 
Our second match was on our new fishery at Dodds and what a transformation on this water.  From overgrown 
banks we were faced with clear pathways around the lake and new platforms and the lakes looked a picture.  Well 
done to Shaun & his team of volunteers and the fishery officer Mick Jensen.  15 Juniors attended this match and the 
winner was once again James Hunt with 21lb 1oz of carp.  James was drawn by the lilies on the bottom lake on the 
causeway bank.  Fishing next to James was Jacob Tindall who came second with 15lb 12oz which included his per-
sonal best carp of 14lb 12oz.....Well done Jacob.  Third was Kieran Baily with 11lb 4oz which included one carp plus 
some silvers.  Several carp were lost and a few top kits were broken. The only negative comment I 
have regarding this venue is that the old platforms on the top lake on the causeway bank need to be removed. 
Our Junior/Adult Match was held at Asheldham on 24th July the Lakes looked very picturesque but unfortunately the 
fishing was very hard.  Nine pairs fished this match and the winner once again was James Hunt and his dad Jim with 
a couple of carp and one roach for 10lb 11oz.  They were drawn on the peg over the bridge on the right.....and dad 
Jim did the damage catching the two carp and James caught the roach.  Second were Junior regular John Edwards 
with his dad Dave with 7lb 7oz of silvers....and third was last yearôs winners Sam & Tony Hill with 6lb 12oz of silvers 
which included a 2lb tench.  All Juniors caught some fish but as I say the fishing was very hard. 
Our next Match is at Armigers on 4th September and this will be a Rod & Line Match so leave your poles at home. It 
is good to see a few new members on our matches there is room for more so give me a ring if you fancy giving it a 

go.  Tony Baily   

RIVER RODING MITCHELLôS FARM 
There have been a few fish coming out, mainly perch, eels and chub. The floating weed has again started to cover 
the Passingford Bridge end however if you walk past the 1st field and past the trees there are some nice swims past 
the 2nd gate up to 7ft deep. I did speak to the E.A fisheries officer in the spring about lowering the river by 500mm 
and he thought it would be worth trying it but has to consult other departments in the EA. If it gets much worse I will 
ask them to open the sluice for a few hours. Last year the sluice broke and dropped the river by 3ft for a week and 
took the floating weed away and dace turned up at Passingford. I have had confirmed reports on several perch over 
4lbs to a regular member whose best last year was 3lb 11ozs. Lets hope for some rain. I know lot of members donôt 
fish our rivers until October but its good to have a look in summer for deeper areas etc.  ANDY BANHAM  

RIVER WID, WRITTLE 
Even though water levels have been low, itôs not been a bad start to the season as most anglers have been catch-
ing . One regular caught eleven chub in one day, all from the same swim, between 2 - 5 lbs. The best fishing at mo-
ment seems to be between the bridge and weir pool .   RICHARD SMITH 



SOUTHMINSTER 
I would like to thank my team for all 
their hard work last year and also to 
thank all the members who turned up 
at the work parties and during the 
week. A special thanks to the ladies 
especially Sue who attended all four 
work parties and her reward was a 
black tench from Pit 1. The fishing 
has been patchy with the weather this 
year and the biggest fish I have heard 
of is a carp of 19lbs 6 oz by Brenda 
Scott from Pit 6. There have been 
bream to 9lbs, crucians to 4lbs, tench 
to 5lbs 8oz, roach to 2lbs 2oz, rudd to 
1lb 8oz and perch to 1lb 4oz. A re-
minder to all members not to leave 
rubbish in their swims, the toilets or 
the gateway, this is your fishery look 
after it.    
BILL BROOM.  
============================ 
WRITTLE 
I am glad to report that this year's 
working party turn out was very good, 
thanks to all of you for your support 
and enthusiastic help. 
The start of the season was very 
slow, it seemed the fish were still 
asleep for a week or so. I am glad to 
say that they did wake up later and 
as you can see on the web site one 
of the working party had a good day 
with a number of good fish including 
a tench well over 7 lb, all caught from 
a swim that he helped put in. The 
number of small problem rudd has 
reduced, possibly due to less weed 
growth and the visiting cormorants. 
The fishery continues to offer peace 
and quiet with good old fashioned 
fishing. 
IAN POYTON  
07778 735084  or 0207 474 5334     
============================ 
WILLOW MERE 
The catch rate has slowed down a 
little since the start of the season, 
mainly due to the prolonged hot spell. 
The best time to fish is either early or 
late in these conditions. The weed 
has now died off and the lake is back 
to normal. The best reported carp 
caught weighed 19lbs 14ozs with 
several fish in the 8lbs to 14lbs range 
showing along with F1s up to 3.5lbs 
and the occasional bream. Reasona-
bly large baits are required in order to 
get through the small fish. I would be 
pleased to hear of any good fish be-
ing caught. 

suffered an algal bloom.  Floating 
weed is being pushed around the sur-
face by the wind.  The Canadian pond 
weed is also beginning to grow so 
take care to ópresentô your baits prop-
erly.  Time taken finding a clear spot 
for your hook/hook bait will prove 
helpful.  As the lake warms up the fish 
will undoubtedly move up in the water 
and surface baits should be effective. 
Bream to 5lbs and tench to 4lbs have 
also been caught. Sweet corn seems 
the preferred bait - fished close to lil-
ies or the nearside shelf.  The crucian 
carp, stocked last season, have not 
shown.  Other silver fish, roach rudd & 
perch, seem only to be fingerlings in 
size.  Members please note we have 
had an attempted break in to the stor-
age facilities in June.  Nothing taken 
as no entry gained.  The land owner 
and local police have been notified 
and it is requested to please ensure 
the road gate is kept properly locked 
at all times and remember this venue 
is absolutely NO NIGHT FISHING. 
Please keep submitting your catch 
reports and I look forward to seeing 
you all on the banks. Peter Yates.  
============================ 
SHALFORD 
The first two months of the season 
has seen both lakes fishing well, with 
carp again the dominant species. 
There have been no reports of any 
large carp; mainly 8lbs to 10lbs. Good 
sized roach, chub and crucian are 
being taken on sweet corn and pellet. 
The River sections as expected are 
almost unfishable, due to the lack of 
water and the growth of weed etc.  
During the closure, the lake owner 
relocated the water inlet pipe from the 
brook, which resulted in the water 
level in the lake by the church being 
raised by some 15 inches. Subse-
quently the bottom lake has risen 
also. We have lost a couple of swims 
due to the rise in water, but hopefully 
these can be rebuilt at a later date, itôs 
better to have the higher water level. 
Same old thank you to the three mem-
bers who gave up their time to help 
me tidy up the lakes during the closed 
season. It would have been nice for 
once, to have seen some new faces 
and a little more help, but hey! My 
children even helped me, and they are 
not members! If you have any prob-
lems please contact me on 075334 
79593. CLIVE GLIDDON 

DYERS HALL  
The fishing has much improved with 
lots of small tench showing plus the 
occasional crucian carp. The water is 
currently very weedy and a rake 
should be taken if possible. The best 
reported carp caught weighed 18lbs 
and the best tench 6lbs. For the best 
results fish early morning or late eve-
ning.  BRIAN THORPE   
============================ 
THOBY WOOD 
As a newly appointed club bailiff can I 
begin my first report by thanking my 
predecessor Mick Jensen.  George 
Humphrys, myself and all the regular 
members who attend Thoby Wood 
greatly appreciate all his hard work, 
advice and friendship over last sea-
son and we all wish him well in his 
new posting at Dodds Farm.  We 
trust his enthusiasm and dedication 
will again produce another quality 
fishery for the Club. Prior to the open 
season Thoby Wood hosted one of 
the Clubôs Charity 24hrs Spring Carp 
Match competitions. Although a num-
ber of quality anglers participated 
only 2 fish were caught. Proof that 
this water is not an óeasy runsô venue.  
The winner was Lee Pleasance who 
managed one of Thoby Woods qual-
ity residents and caught a 20lbs 5oz 
carp.  Fortunately for the Club, Lee 
runs his own gardening business, so 
when we mentioned the fisheries 
mower had broke he volunteered to 
cut the overgrown car park for freeé. 
Not quite the prize you would expect 
for winning a competition but thank-
fully we had the grass cut for opening 
day. The first week of the season saw 
a number of fish being caught.  Mr 
Crosby from peg 35 had a number of 
good fish and was first to break the 
20lb mark with a 23lb mirror carp.  
Congratulations also to Mr Shelton 
who took a 21lb (personal best) com-
mon carp from peg 41 and very well 
done to Mr Mancini who had a 24lb 
fish when fishing close into the reed 
beds of peg 1.  Matthew Taylor has 
also fared well with fish well into the 
20lb mark. At present the carp seem 
happy to occasionally feed close in to 
the margins.  Early mornings and late 
afternoon/evenings are preferred.  If 
the banks become busy or anglers 
start óspodingô in baits ï the fish be-
come very wary ï and catching 
proves difficult.  By July the lake had 



BARLEYLANDS  
The weather was really good for the 
start of the season and better still so 
was the fishing. Five thirties have 
come out during the first weeks, all in 
superb condition and almost every 
angler is managing to catch some 
carp. The  Bank Holiday opening was 
welcomed by everybody I spoke to. 
The water level is being maintained 
at the higher level making the plat-
forms much more user friendly. The 
car park area has been cut back to 
make parking easier. Please continue 
to take your litter home or put on the 
bonfire outside of the gates. I would 
like to thank all the bailiffs for all their 
hard work during the opening week 
and to Trevor who stayed for nearly 
two weeks to fish and keep an eye on 
things. Tight lines. KEITH COLLARD  
============================ 
PARSONAGE FARM  
The lake is fishing well at the moment 
with reports of plenty of tench, roach 
and the occasional skimmer coming 
out to sweet corn and maggot. The 
lake surrounds and swims were cut 
by our lake owner and to her and her 
team I would like to say a big thank 
you. We were aware that water would 
be removed from the lake for the po-
tato field behind the lake and that has 
already started as Iôm sure those who 
fish it will have already noticed. I 
must remind all anglers using the 
lake to be careful when using the 
platforms due to the gap at the back, 
this is being looked into with a view to 
back fill all those concerned. At pre-
sent there are rushes growing up in 
front of the platforms, these have 
been cut back but are starting to re-
turn again it might be worth taking up 
a cutter if you intend to use the plat-
forms. Thank you for keeping the 
fishery clean and tidy and for all an-
glers toilet facilities are available. En-
joy your day and give me a ring let-
ting me know your catch so I can 
pass it on to help others enjoy their 
day.     RAY ANKIN  
============================ 
HICKS FARM  
Firstly I would like to thank Colin, 
Doug Lees, Allan Nash, Mike and 
Graham for the work that was carried 
out on the work party. Up to the end 
of last season and the start of this 
one good bags of fish have been 
caught. The tench have grown to 8ò 
and there have been some good cru-

cians coming out. For members who 
prefer silvers, good size roach, rudd, 
dace and skimmers and not forgetting 
gudgeon have been caught. 
There have been some members 
leaving discarded line on the bank, 
one was 8 to 10 feet long with the 
float attached, together with balls of 
line. This is unacceptable litter and 
also a danger to wild life, take it home 
with you.    ERIC NICHOLLS 
============================ 
STRAITS MILL,  BRAINTREE  
The season started well with reports 
of all varieties of fish in good condi-
tion being caught on both lakes. On 
the large lake the hot weather saw an 
increase in the number of tench being 
caught during the day albeit 
there was still no sign of the small 
tench introduced a couple of seasons 
ago. It is hard to advise the best bait 
as they had been taking anything al-
though sweetcorn and mini boilies 
seemed to do well.  Carp were mainly 
caught late afternoon and eve-
ning and it was nice to have reports 
of the small carp introduced last sea-
son being caught, all heavier and in 
good condition. The small lake is 
heavily weeded  and some swims 
require raking before fishing. None 
the less the lake also produced 
tench, bream and carp to a good 
size. Both lakes, once you have got 
past the rudd, produced good quality 
roach. Unfortunately I cannot give 
much of a report on the river as that 
is very weedy and not many mem-
bers have been fishing it. 
I have had cause to remind some 
members that they require unhooking 
mats. I am pleased to say that all 
those spoken to have responded in a 
positive manner. I must re-
mind members that coming on to the 
waters without their membership 
cards with excuses such as ''I left it in 
the car'' are not acceptable. If you 
don't have your card you will be po-
litely asked to leave. I must also point 
out that no member is allowed to 
bring a non member onto the fishery 
for a look around. Non members are 
allowed to come into the car park to 
transport members to and from 
the venue. They are not allowed to go 
down to the lakes. If a member is 
asked to leave it is their own fault the 
rules apply to all. Finally I am pleased 
to say that a lot of new members, 
both male and female, that have 

 been fishing at Straits, regardless of 
whether they have caught or not, 
have stated that they loved it. Good 
luck for the rest of the season. 
TERRY NEAFSEY  
=========================== 
ASHELDHAM  
The water is looking very good at the 
moment and members have reported 
good catches. A carp weighing 32lbs 
2oz has been caught by a new lady 
member. Other catches are an eel of 
around 8lbs, good sized tench up to 
4lbs and plenty of rudd, roach and 
perch. Also, some of the chub we 
introduced are starting to appear.  
Please let me know of any large 
catches as other members are al-
ways interested in this information. 
DEREK SWEETLOVE. 
=========================== 
ARMIGERS  
As usual very large catches of carp 
of all sizes have been taken so far 
this season. The night fishing facility 
has been very popular, I would thank 
all members for keeping to the desig-
nated areas for this purpose. Wild 
mink have been seen on the lake 
and traps have been set, and we 
would ask members not to disturb 
these under any circumstances.  
ROY FOWLER. 
=========================== 
LITTLE EASTON,  LAUNDRY LAKE  
The fishing has been very good this 
summer. Plenty of mid twenties have 
been banked, all in excellent condi-
tion. The extension to the car park 
will stop members getting bogged 
down in wet weather. Please park 
sensibly. The crayfish are still being 
trapped and disposed of, but I do 
have a problem with some anglers 
interfering with the traps, leave them 
alone. I would like to thank my  bailiff 
Steve Smith for all his hard work.  
BILL GARDNER  
=========================== 
WINDMILL LAKES  
The lakes are fishing steady with re-
ports of bream and double figure 
carp being caught and the usual sil-
vers. May I take this opportunity to 
say thank you to the members that 
gave up their valuable time to help 
with the upkeep of the lakes. Re-
ported so far are common carp to 
18lb, bream 3lb to 4lb, roach, perch 
and hybrids. Baits. Cheese, Pellet, 
Luncheon Meat  
COLIN NICHOLLS  



We started this seasonôs 21 match series of points com-

petitions at the popular commercial fishery of Colemans 

Cottage near Witham, fishing their Pathfield lake on 

March 21st. It was a pleasant spring day for the 30 par-

ticipants and with the fish ñin the moodò most of us 

achieved double figure weights. Cliff Adams had a con-

vincing win with exactly 100lbs, Steve Gunner had 82-2

-0, and Sam Hayden 60-14-0. 

A week after our first match and with another fine 

spring day to greet us we fished a sweepstake contest at 

Slough House in Bulphan. Tony Jones who travels from 

his home in North Kent to fish with us had a nice win 

with 28-6-0, Ken Smith was 2nd 25-6-0 and Shaun Ma-

honey 3rd 23-9-0. 

Kevin Rogers who regularly fishes our matches with his 

wife Gemma, had a runaway win in early April, with 

115-2-0 in the first of our two matches this year at 

Rayne Lodge near Braintree. Colin Moran & Dave 

Lightbulb filled the minor places 64-9-0 & 58-14-0 re-

spectively. 

A fortnight after his Rayne Lodge victory Kevin Rogers 

did it again at Puddledock Farm to lift the Steve Rander-

son Shield with a fine net of fish that scaled 61-9-0, 

from Trevor Hayden 45-3-0 & Shaun Mahoney 43-1-0. 

Cliff Adams got back into his winning ways on Horse-

shoe lake at Tylers Common in early May when we 

contested the Barrie Bruce Memorial Shield there. De-

spite a cold wind blowing for the whole match he man-

aged to scale 70-10-0 from Barry Lewis 52-6-0 and 

Tony Jones 38-15-0. 

On the first real hot sunny Sunday of the year, 23rd May, 

we had our first experience of an allegedly prolific fish-

ery, namely Arrans at Highwood. This popular well 

known water certainly didnôt disappoint. With a bottom 

weight of 23lbs and the top six breaking the magic ton, 

the 26 contestants weighed in a total of 1,890-4-0. Terry 

Edwards headed the score sheet  with 187-7-0, with, 

(ouch) 7ozs. behind Shaun Mahoney & Tony Jones 3rd 

154-8-0. 

For the first time ever we managed to secure Rayne 

Lodge Fishery for a summer match on June 23rd. How-

ever, although the weather was fine, the fishing was 

somewhat mediocre, and the reason, as we later found 

out, was that a full match had been held on the water the 

day before. Trevor Hayden won with 79-7-0, 2nd was 

Cliff Adams 60-2-0 followed by Kevin Rogers 57-4-0. 

The Deaf Charity trophy match was this year contested 

at Armigers. There was a good turnout of 35 and this 

coupled with a nice day promised a good match, and we 

werenôt disappointed with, at the end of the match, 

2,523-1-0 being scaled. The total weight included nine 

100lb plus weights. First was Terry Edwards with 153-

12-0, 2nd Mick Brown 139-0-0, 3rd Jim Trew 134-2-0. 

Total charity money raised was £105 entries & £34 

from the raffle. 

On 11th July we went to Puddledock Farm for a sweep-

stake, more good weather greeted us for what transpired 

to be a good even contest, with all the contestants 

weighing in fair catches. Shaun Mahoney won with 

137-4-0 to, on the next peg, Cliff Adams 124-9-0 for 

2nd, with third, River Roding fishery officer Andy 

Banham 68-1-0. 

We had our second charity match of the season, at 

Windmill Lakes on Field & Swan for the Blind Char-

ity trophy. It was a pleasant day weather-wise but the 

fishing was a bit dire. For the first time in a few years 

we fished Swan Lake but it didnôt produce, in fact 

there were three dry nets out of the thirteen drawn on 

there. The charity monies raised amounted to £119, 

comprising £87 entry & £32 from the raffle. The over-

all winner was Andy Holt 27-1-0, from John Latch-

ford 24-6-0, with 3rd going to the winnerôs dad Jim 

with 18-8-0. 

 

On the 9th July the clubôs National team were in action 

on the inner city Erewash Canal in Nottingham. There 

was good turnout of 55 teams of 10 in total, with the 

eventual individual winner scaling just over 9kg which 

gives some idea of just how tough it was. Again a hot 

sunny day ensued guaranteeing low weights on what 

on the face of it was an attractive little canal. However 

with narrow tow paths, loads of walkers and cyclists 

every competitorôs task was made even more difficult. 

Itôs a pity these types of venues canôt be closed for a 

mere 300 minutes, other sports manage to get rivers & 

public highways etc. closed when theyôre competing, I 

wonder why the Angling Trust canôt get the same for 

us! That said, we finished 43rd, well ahead of our local 

Essex rivals Chelmsford (52nd). Tony Jones was our 

highest scoring team member gaining 50 valuable 

point for us, with a weight of 2.4 kg. Our lady team 

member Gemma Rogers weighed in a creditable 170 

grams after being drawn in a very tough section. 

 

This yearôs series of ladies/mixed pairs matches got 

underway on Sat. 19th July with the Ladies Challenge 

at Asheldham. With in 1st Val 23-2-0,  2nd Chris 20-5-

0, 3rd Kath 11-4-0. 

 

The first mixed pairs threw up some good weights at 

Rectory on July 3rd. Val and Barry won with 232-1-0, 

2nd Chris and Dave 182-14-0, 

3rd Kath & Nick 104-14-0 

 

The Val Jarvis trophy was a runaway win for Val 

Burlton  when fished for at Hicks Farm. She weighed 

in 55-6-0, from Kath 8-15-0 with in 3rd Gloria 5-10-0. 

 

This will be my last season as Match secretary. Cur-

rent Junior Match Secretary Tony Baily will be taking 

over the reins in 2011. However I will be honouring 

this seasons match commitments in terms of the cham-

pionship finishing order to organise next years club 

representation in the National Team Championships. 

 

CALVIN ELDER  



Southminster - The weather was fine for our first match which was held on Pits 1 and 6. There were a few no 
shows which dropped the turn out to 26. Pit one lead the way with the top 4. First Shaun Mahoney 46lb 4ozs, sec-

ond  Peter Jones 27lb 6ozs and third Dave Tosley 25lb 8ozs .There were a couple of specimen fish weighted in, a 

bream of 6lb 2ozs by Tony Baily and a carp of 12lb 6ozs by Dave Tosley.  The top weight out of Pit 6 was 21lb 

by Dave Brown. 
Bicknacre - As this clashed with the England world cup game there were a number of cancellations and this 

helped with the pegging as it was tight to fit in 24 fishable swims. Again the weather was fine and sunny. The 

winner was Ray Nichols with 26lb of roach, second Shaun Mahoney with 25lb 10ozs which included 6 bream and 
third was Fred Groves 25lb 5ozs. The best fish of the day was a rudd of 1lb 7ozs Derek Howard. Ray also won 

the Angling Times Clubmanôs award for his catch. 

Hicks Farm - This our third match was fished on a windy day with the wind blowing down the lake to the car 
park end. The place to be was in the trees and it produced the top 3.First Shaun Mahoney 172lb 8ozs  caught on a 

short pole and  maggot, second Dave Tosley 51lb 13ozs who used the method feeder and third Fred Groves 49lb 

12ozs on pole and pellet 

Dodds Farm - This is a new water for the Club and with reports of double carp being caught and up to twenty 
fish in a session,  the match was eagerly awaited. The bottom lake led the way with the top three. Dave Brown 

58lb 11ozs, second Dave Tosley 50lb 6ozs and third Peter Jones 30lb. The best weight on the top lake was by Vic 

Allum 27lb 15ozs. There were plenty of fish lost on both lakes. 
Armigers - This popular match was over the two lakes and again those on the top lake faired best with the top 10 

weights coming from it. First was Vic Allum 170 lb, second Fred Groves 167lb 2ozs and third Colin Sinclair 

158lb.Tthe top weight off the bottom lake was B Thorpe 110lb and over half the angler broke the ton Mark 
(100lb). 

2010 League after match 5 
 

  POINTS        WEIGHTS  

1. D. Tosley  139     1. S. Mahoney  377-0-0 

2. S. Mahoney  134     2. D. Tosley  295-2-0 

3. P. Jones  130     3. F. Groves  269-0-0 

4. D. Brown  129     4. D. Brown  251-11-0 

5. F. Groves  127     5. P.Jones  243-0-0 

6. M. Salmon  106     6. V. Allum  224-1-0 

7. K. Spinks  103     7. C. Sinclair  196-6-0 

7. V. Allum  103     8. M. Salmon  186-13-0 

1. B. Thorpe   93     9. K. Spinks  178-6-0 

2. C. Sinclair   84     10. S. Foster  173-12-0 

Chairmanôs Carp Cup, Straits Mill 

Despite a forecast of rain all of Saturday afternoon, all we received was 5 minutes of drizzle and a small shower during the 

night. The afternoon was very slow with only one carp caught but the fishing improved from late afternoon through to the 

Sunday morning.  A total of 19 fish were caught between the 18 anglers, the honours and 5 days at Etang Des Landes went 

to Barry Cove with 4 fish for a total weight of 41lb, 2nd was James Railton with two fish for 34lb and third Graham Tredget 
with two fish for 27lb 10 oz. The best was  21lb caught by Dave Faulkner. 

The autumn carp match will be held at Barleylands on the 9/10 October and entry forms are available from Colin Short. 



AND FINALLY   

Newsletter Editor: Gill Howard                       Email: gillh2005@btinternet.com  

Took my son for a few hours to Hicks Farm on Sat 24th 
July and had a great couple of hours topped off with this 
15lb 2oz common that I caught on the surface on a float-
ing pellet. The fish as you can see was in perfect condi-
tion.  Jason Barnby 

Note: the November newsletter will be on line 

on the website only. The next printed one will be 

in February 2011 together with your 2011/12  

renewal form. Donôt forget to let the Club know 

if you change your address. 

I was fishing at Thoby Wood when this rather unexpected 
bird landed on my rods. I had my camera handy so took 
a few photos Itôs not often a budgie is sighted outside of a 
cage. I only hope the bird survives as it was extremely 
tame staying around my swim for some time. This is the 
first time I have fished this lake & I really do like the 
venue.                 Mr. C. Zammit 

Went over to the Main Lake at Straits Mill on 
Saturday, I fished Mainline Pineapple Boilies 
close to a lily bed.   Was only fishing 15 minutes 
when I hooked into the beautiful 23lb 4oz Mirror 
(below).   Happy days!   All went quiet after that 
(other than a 3lb 6oz Jack taking one of my 
boilies, crazy).   �$�O�O���L�Q���D�O�O���D���J�U�H�D�W���G�D�\�¶�V���I�L�V�K�L�Q�J�� 

Dan McMahon  

Above is a photo taken by member Geoff Latham of Long Lake, 

Mountnessing. This shows how the lake is maturing nicely and is 

looking very picturesque. 

At the time of producing this newsletter, membership numbers 

were just under 4600 and we are on track for matching last yearôs 

final figure of just under 5000. As subscription rates are higher 

this year, our total income has improved but our fisheries budget 

is being carefully controlled in view of rising inflation and VAT 
rates. To summarise the Committee believes that the Club con-

tinues to be in a healthy financial position subject to our not en-

tertaining the possibility of any new waters at the moment. 

The Club is run by volunteers from their private homes and fitted 

in with home, family and work commitments. We would ask 

members to only ring the Helpline between 9am and 9pm, leav-

ing messages where necessary, we will come back to you as soon 

as we are able. Please phone other officers at reasonable times 

and if possible not at weekends as this would be appreciated. For 

updated information on a particular venue, members should con-

tact the Fishery Officer ( as Handbook) rather than the Helpline. 

 


